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Club Overview 
Newcastle City and Eastern Districts Cricket Club Inc. is an incorporated sports club. This club was 

formed in January 2001 following the amalgamation of Newcastle City District Cricket Club and the 

Eastern Districts Junior Cricket Association. Our teams play in the Newcastle District Association, the 

Newcastle City and Suburban Association, and the Newcastle Junior Cricket Association 

competitions.  

Life Members 
Rob Wilkinson 

Betty Anderson (Dec’d) 

Col Rogers (Dec’d) 

Tom Anderson (Snr) 

Col Stone 

Kerry Ross 

Tom Anderson 

Damien Jones 

Ross Leonard 

Peter Chapman 
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Col Tegg 

Greg Hook 
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Yusuf Badat  
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Office Bearers 2019-20 
 

President – Stephen Garrett 

Snr Vice President – Bryce Garrett 

Jnr Vice President – Ross Leonard 

Secretary – Penny O’Shea 

Treasurer – Adrian Mannel 

Assistant Treasurer – Greg Hook 

Committee Member – Russel Fowler 

Committee Member – David Smith 

Committee Member – Yusuf Badat 

Committee Member – Jonty Major 

Committee Member – Liam Case 

Committee Member/ Grounds – Trevor Van Kemenade 

Junior President/Secretary – Ross Leonard 
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Junior Registrations – Yusuf Badat 
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Junior Committee Member – Paul King (Grounds and Training Venues, Balls) 

Junior Committee Member – Tommy Anderson (Kits) 

Junior Committee Member – Susie Boswell (WWC Checks, Clothing, Social Networks) 

Junior Committee Member – Kylie Read (Schools Liaison, Junior Blasters Management) 

Junior Committee Member – Rob Parkinson (Master Blasters Management) 

Junior Committee Member – Dan Mitchell (Sponsorship) 

Junior Committee Member – Scott Edden 
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President’s Report 
 

 

 

It is with pleasure that I report on the activities of the Newcastle City and Eastern Districts Cricket 
Club for the 2019-20 season. 

Firstly, I would like to express my thanks, on behalf of all members of the club, to the Committee for 
their hard work and dedication to making City a club of choice for cricketers in Newcastle.  These 
thanks extend to the members of the Junior and Training sub-committees, chaired by Ross Leonard 
and Russel Fowler respectively. 

We are a club that foster home grown youth, and it is not lost on any of the Committee members, 
nor the senior players or coaches within the club, that this is what makes our Club great!  This year, 
we have seen a cohort of amazing young men and women progress through the City grades, and 
beyond.  I not only congratulate you on your personal achievements but thank you for your 
dedication and loyalty to your team and City as a club. 

As is the case with most sporting codes and teams, our club relies on a loyal group of sponsors to 
enable us to provide the activities of our club for our players at a reasonable cost.  This year the 
Commonwealth Hotel joined our sponsorship family providing not only financial support, but an 
opportunity to continue of our long relationship with Coopers, match day prizes, other fund-raising 
activities and a great place to enjoy the comradery of club members and supporters.  Long term 
sponsor Dannenberg Civil not only continued their financial support but contributed in-kind in a big 
way, with the replacement of the container at Learmonth Park – no mean feat!  Continuing major 
sponsors included Eight Recruitment, Dowling Commercial, Cook Elevator Services and Century 
Private Wealth, whilst Islington Dental came on board as the major sponsor of the junior club.   

I would like to thank all our sponsors and I encourage all members of our club, their families and 
supporters to provide support for our sponsors at every opportunity. 

In many ways it was a difficult season with initially the bushfires placing the health of our cricketers 
at risk then the COVID 19 pandemic interrupting the final series and bringing the season to a 
premature end.  All this aside, there were some outstanding individual performances which were 
recognised in our annual awards. We are however a team sport and it was pleasing to see City bring 
how some silverware in the inaugural NDCA women’s competition, NDCA under 21’s and NDCA 
U15’s.  Other stellar performances included a semifinal appearance by 1st grade in the T20 Summer 
Bash and minor premierships in 4th Grade and S&D (Sky).  Pleasingly, our healthy respect for the 
“Spirit of Cricket” continued, resulting in a clean judiciary record. 
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Our juniors also had a stellar year and all stats can be found in Junior report below. 

With COVID 19 continuing to have profound influence over each and every one of our lives, as it has 
been for winter sports, season 2020-21 won’t be without its challenges.  In a good year City could 
not function without the knowledge and generosity of time given freely to the club by our 
committee members, coaches, managers, volunteers, mums, dads and supporters; next season 
more than ever this type of support will be vital in ensuring our young and not so young cricketers 
get to enjoy the competition, comradery and physical activity cricket brings.  DON’T BE SHY, DON’T 
WAIT TO BE ASKED, CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER NOW, we need your help - Thank You! 

City For The Kitty! 

Steve Garrett 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
It once again was a big season for City on and off the field with varying degrees of success and the 

continuing development of many quality juniors in the club.  

Promisingly this year from a financial perspective it was a decent year still despite the ongoing rising 

costs of playing Cricket that continues to grow yearly. There were a few notable changes this year 

with the move from the Bennett to the Commonwealth and not being able to hold a presentation 

night more recently. We had plenty of great sponsors contribute to the club (in particular the 

Commonwealth Hotel who came on board this year) and a big thank you to all of them for 

supporting the club.  

Next year looks like it could be one of the most challenging ones in my time at the club as a result of 

Covid-19 flow on effects but I feel the club is still positioned well and has many of the right people 

involved to make sure we continue to move ahead through this.  

Once again, a huge thanks in particular from my perspective to Greg Hook who does a great deal to 

assist me and takes on quite a few tasks to make my job easier. I would also like to thank Andrew 

McTaggart as the Junior treasurer for his ongoing work. A big thanks to all those in the committee 

who contribute their time, energy, thoughts, skills and more to making this club run as well as it 

does.  

City for the Kitty!   

Adrian Mannel 
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Junior’s Report 
Teams 

We had 2 Under 10 teams and 2 Under 11 teams using the Stage 1 Format, 2 Under 12 and 3 Under 

13 teams using the Stage 2 Format and 2 Under 14, 1 Under 15/16, 2 Mid-Week T20 Under 16 and 2 

Under 17/18 teams using the Stage 3 Format, formats as decreed by Cricket Australia. 

Sadly, we were not able to form a Sixers Girls team for term 4 2019 but, thanks mainly to the efforts 

of Julie Wharton, we were able to field a team in the term 1 2020 (hardball) competition. 

Unfortunately, this competition had to be curtailed part-way through because of lock-down 

restrictions. We also had our all-girls team playing in Under 11’s against the boys on Saturday 

mornings as well as our all-girls team in Under 14’s taking on the boys again. All up, our club had 

some 200 players of which 32 were girls. Our club continues to be a leader in the development of 

girls’ cricket in Newcastle.  

We had 2 teams again playing Master Blasters (at both Learmonth Park and Passmore Oval, in 

conjunction with Hamilton Wickham) on Monday nights (13 players in all, 3 girls), which was again 

down from earlier years. Many thanks to Clare Webber who provided coaching to complement the 

cricket games. 

We also had another reasonable year with the young ones at Junior Blasters (around 10 players in 

all, 3 girls), even though these numbers were also down on previous years. Our thanks go to Kylie 

Read and Rob Parkinson, who organised the Junior Blasters again this season (at Learmonth Park) 

and to Liam Case who ran the sessions. 

We had 14 teams playing competition cricket on Saturday mornings (plus 2 on Wednesday evenings) 

from Under 10’s to Under 17/18’s, with a total of 184 players.  
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Coaches and Managers 

We thank the coaches and managers of all our teams for the great job they did, with special 

recognition for those coaching our lower grade teams, whose job is arguably more difficult, looking 

after players with a variety of abilities. We had some of our younger senior boys helping with the 

coaching of some teams and this again worked well.  

The parents assisting our two Master Blaster teams were Andrew Freeman and Stephen Croft. 

Our Saturday competition team coaches were: - 

Under 10 Div. 2 Blue -Ethan Case and Jennifer Kimmet 

Under 10 Div. 2 Red – Lawson Castle and Julia van Huisstede 

Under 11 Div. 3 Pink (Girls) – Matthew Williams and Julie Wharton 

Under 11 Div. 2 Red – Tim Lees and Penny Lees 

Under 12 Div. 1 Yellow – Chris Rheinberger and Susie Boswell 

Under 12 Div. 1 Red – Rory Kalnins and Kate Cohen/Karen Endicott 

Under 13 Blue – Div. 1 – Rob Parkinson and David McRae 

Under 13 Red – Div. 2 – Paul Langworthy 

Under 13 Green – Div. 3 - Andrew Farthing and Kylie Read 

Under 14 Division 1 –Scott Edden and Kylie Woods 

Under 14 Division 2 (Girls) – Dominic Eve 

Under 15/16 Division 1 – Glenn Lyons and Haydn Allomes  

Under 16 Mid-Week T20 Blue – Murray Knott and David Smith 

Under 16 Mid-Week T20 Red – Steve Connors 

Under 17/18 Blue – Cal Fowler and David Donnelly 

Under 17/18 Green – Scott Anson and Rachel Anson 

 

Junior Sub-Committee 

The existing committee - Ross Leonard (President), Andrew McTaggart (Treasurer), Yusuf Badat 

(Registrar), Tommy Anderson (Gear), Kylie Read (Junior Blasters and Schools), Paul King (Balls and 

Grounds), Susie Boswell (Social Media and Working with Children Checks), Rob Parkinson (Junior and 

Master Blasters Coordination) and Dan Mitchell (Sponsorship) were joined late in the season by Julie 

Wharton (Girls Cricket) and Scott Edden. 

Sponsors 

Thanks to our sponsors this season, who were: - 

Islington Dental (Major Sponsors)                         Quanto Pty Ltd 

Allied Pickfords                                                          Crema Coffee Garage 
Cotton’s Glass and Aluminium                                Aussie Home Loans Hamilton 

Core Project Group Pty Ltd                                      J Boswell Consulting 
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Team Results 

We had 14 teams playing in the Saturday morning competitions and 2 mid-week teams. 8 of these 

made their semi-finals and 3 (Under 11 Div. 2 Red, Under 12 Div. 1 Yellow and Under 13 Division 2) 

were minor premiers. Unfortunately, all semi-finals were washed out which meant teams finishing 

3rd and 4th in their divisions were eliminated. This left only our 3 minor premiers and our Under 14 

Div. 2 girls’ team (who finished second) to contest grand finals. 

Our Under 11 Div. 2 Red, with one of their stronger player sick lost their grand final to Merewether 

by scoring 113 to 137.  

Our Under 12 Div. 1 Yellow team probably made an error against their Merewether opponents by 

bowling first. With the ball getting very wet, the team did not put in its best bowling and fielding 

performance, allowing Merewether to score 177. The team batted well in the chase but could only 

score 157 in the overs available. 

Our Under 13 Div. 2 team batted first and scored 111, which was not enough, and Stockton got the 

runs fairly comfortably. 

Finally, our Under 14 Div.2 girls team made 78 chasing 89, to go down narrowly. One of Toronto 

Workers boys scored 43 runs and took 3 for 9 from 6 overs. 

So, no winners from the 4 well contested Grand Finals. 

Last season we won the Unrestricted Club Championship for NJCA cricket. This season we finished 

equal winners with Lake Macquarie Junior Cricket. 

Club Trophy Winners 

Winners of our club’s perpetual trophies were: - 

Fielding Award – Angus Filipcevic – Under 12 Division 1 Red 

Wicket Keeping Award – Harrison Allomes – Under 15/16 Division 1 

Batting Award – Flynn Drelincourt – Under 12 Division 1 Red 

Bowling Award – Kate McTaggart – Under 14 Division 2  

Under 10-13 Cricketer of the Year Award (Tommy Anderson Trophy) – Jack Welsh – Under 13 

Division 2 

Under 14-18 Cricketer of the Year (Bruce O’Sullivan Trophy) – Sienna Eve – Under 14 Division 2  

 

Major NJCA awards have not been awarded yet. 
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Representative Cricket 

Special mentions go also to those players who progressed above the DCA and IDCA representative 

levels: - 

These included, amongst the boys: 

Will Parkinson, Felix Vella (U11) 

Timothy Collins, Jonah Rheinberger (U12) 

Noah Parkinson (U13) 

Oscar Hills, Jonah Roser, Harry Campbell, Darcy Mitchell (U14) 

and amongst the girls: 

Kate McTaggart (U13) 

Amelia Finn, Sienna Eve, Mia Cook, Sophie Cook, Neve Elliot, Emily Latter, Eden James, Ashlie 

Stapleton (U15) 

22 of our current juniors also played grade cricket for City and acquitted themselves well in various 

divisions, including first grade. 

Finances 

With the recruitment of several new sponsors (thanks primarily to Dan Mitchell) our finances for the 

year finished up OK, even though we spent quite a bit on new clothing. 

Looking Ahead 

For next season, our challenges include: - 

- Boosting our player numbers, particularly with the Junior Blasters and Master Blasters, 

where our numbers have been down. For this purpose, we are to implement a Recruitment 

Sub-Committee, with a contact for all our main feeder schools allocated to liaise with their 

schools to encourage more kids to play cricket with our club 

- Trying to get more assistance from seniors for inexperienced coaches and to run coaching 

classes, such as wicketkeeping 

- We will probably be without the use of Learmonth Park again, due to developments at No. 1 

Sports Ground 

With the interruption to winter sports due to COVID-19 likely to last several months, it seems almost 

certain that these sports will want to proceed through towards Christmas. This will obviously be a 

problem for those kids who play both, as well as the availability of grounds. Maybe some cricket may 

have to be played at other times than Saturday mornings. This problem will not be helped by the 

likelihood of some experienced members of NJCA leaving. 

Ross Leonard 
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Girls’ Cricket 
Newcastle City continues to lead the way with the highest participation rate of girls’ cricketers of any 

club. In the Saturday morning competitions, we had 2 all-girls teams from Newcastle City playing 

against the boys. We also had girls playing in other Saturday teams, so that, including the Sixers Girls 

on Friday evenings, Junior and Master Blasters, we had close to 50 girls playing for us. 

Our Under 11 team, coached by Matt Williams, improved through the season and made their semi-

final. Disappointingly, all semi-finals were washed out, so they lost their chance to make the grand 

final.  Some season highlights include Emma McRae scoring 31 not out and Natasha Mills taking 4/2. 

Our Under 14 team, coached by Dominic Eve, again performed very well and came second in 

Division 2. They narrowly lost their grand final, scoring 78 chasing 89. Some highlights for the season 

included Emily Latter taking a hat-trick, Mill Finn scoring 54 and Kate McTaggart taking 5/3. 

Sadly, we did not get a team in the Spring Sixers Girls’ Competition. However, due largely to the hard 

work and perseverance of Julie Wharton, we formed a team to play in the Summer Sixers Girls’ 

(Hard Ball) Competition. After the team had achieved 2 wins and 1 bye from the first 3 rounds, the 

last half of the season had to be abandoned because of the COVID-19 restrictions. We look forward 

to these girls returning to City teams when cricket starts again. 

On the representative front, we had girls competing in the U13 Mollie Dive and U15 Margaret Peden 

Competitions, as well as entering an all-girls team in the U14 Graeme Malcolm Carnival. Kate 

McTaggart was a star performer in the Mollie Dive competition with a top score of 82 and was the 

competition’s leading wicket-taker with best bowling of 7/13. Sienna Eve performed outstandingly 

during the Margaret Peden competition, where she was the leading run scorer of the competition, 

with a top score of 113, was the competition’s second leading wicket-taker, with best bowling of 

5/23 and was named Player of the Championship 

We had a total of 15 junior girls that were selected in the NSW Cricket Academy for 

Newcastle/Central Coast, that went on to represent various Newcastle teams in the U13, U15 and 

U18 NSW Country Championships. 

Further indication that our girls continue to progress to high levels can be seen from the following 

achievements of girls who played in our junior teams this season. Anika Learoyd was a member of 

the ACT/NSW Country U18 team that won the National Championships held in Tasmania and then 

was selected Australian U19’s and has since signed with The Breakers, Sienna Eve was a member of 

the ACT/NSW Country U15’s team that played in the National Championships held in Canberra and 

went on to be selected in the Australian U15’s development squad and Ash Stapleton and Kate 

McTaggart both made the ACT/NSW Country U15’s development squad. 
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First Grade 
2019/20 again was another big learning curve season for everyone involved in the squad. We had 

some highs and lows during the year but all in all we took a couple of positive steps forward, with 

finishing 10th overall in the Saturday format.  

Round 1 - Washed out 

Round 2 - Winning the toss and bowling first against Belmont. With Toby Fynn and Angus McTaggart 

opening with the ball and being the stars of the day, Belmont were on the back foot from the 2nd 

ball. Toby claiming 3-8, Gus taking 4-11, we bowled them out in 28 overs for 65. With Snez being the 

bloke holding the end up with the bat for most of the innings scoring 22, a couple of other guys 

chipped in to make it 1/1 for the season. Brilliant start. 

Round 3 - Was a tough game against Wallsend. Playing against the leading run scorer in the comp 

and in form basically took the game away from us leaving us a big total to chase. Their skipper 

scoring 116 off 93 balls and other blokes chipping in around him left us with a big 250 off 40 overs. 

We fell very short only managing 164. 

Round 4 - This was a tough defeat against Merewether. With them batting first, captain Simon 

Moore leading the charge with a 74, batting them through to a score of 157. Jesse being the best 

bowler with 2/19 off 8. Being on the back foot from the start, we had a few blokes make starts and 

not quite going on with it. We looked in controlling position 4-80 but losing the next 6 wicket for 27 

runs we lost our way. We scored 107 off 30 overs. 

Round 5 - Toronto winning the toss and deciding to bat first. Matt White making his 1st grade debut. 

They put on a commanding 241 in their 40 overs. With us being 1/132 we were in a promising 

position, but unfortunately we had a bit of a collapse in the middle order being bowled out about 40 

runs short. Biggest highlight and the best innings we saw this season with the bat went to Rory 

Kalnins scoring 87. 

Round 6 - Stockton winning the toss and batting first. With them getting off to a good start with 

being 3/155, we fought back well bowling them out for 220. Angus McTaggart being the star 

performer with taking his first 1st 5fa. 5/41 off 16. with us being 2-14 overnight, left us with 206 runs 

to get the next day. We were in a controlling position with 3-105 but we lost the wickets of the two 

blokes who were in and never really recovered after that. Cal and Coop showed a bit of fight late in 

innings but falling 36 runs short. 

Round 7 -We lost the toss and got sent in to bat against Wallsend. We showed some fight in us 

putting on 208 in wettish conditions. With myself, Gus and Coop scoring 40 odd each. With them left 

chasing 208 we couldn’t string enough wickets together in a row with them passing us 5 down. 

Round 8 - taking on Merewether at home, we won the toss and batted. Callan Fowler making his 

debut first grade captain and Jake Hainsworth making his 1st grade debut. With Bryce scoring 63 it 

took the City boys to 186. The boys making Merewether really grind for it taking them 75 overs to 

chase down the 186. 

Round 9 - Charlestown sending us in with us being 7-166 before rain washed out remainder of the 

day and the following week. Jesse and Snez putting on a 90-run partnership. Jesse (50), Snez (42) 
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Round 10 - This game was a very strange game, with one week coming off the field due to rain to the 

next week coming off the field multiple times due to the heat. City won the toss and put Cardiff in to 

bat on a wet deck. With their overseas player getting 64 and other guys making contributions 

around them, they managed a total of 208. Jesse taking his best figures in 1st grade claiming a 6fa. 

With us only getting 56 overs to chase down 208 due to heat we were off to a good start. But 

unfortunately, due to big clumps of wickets lost, we made it a hard task for us. Snez again with a 48 

and Gus with a 43 made us fight right down to the last ball to chase it with City falling 2 runs short. 

Round 11 - After the first week being washed out, we won the toss and sent Waratah in to bat in 2nd 

week. In real wet conditions we bowled them out for 92 with Jesse claiming another 5fa. With a few 

blokes chipping in, we chased down the total only being 4 down quite easily. 

Round 12 - We played against Uni and got sent in. Unfortunately, we got bowled out by a decent 

seamers attack for 75. Uni batted away to a lead of 105 before sending us back in to have a dip at 

the outright. we showed some ticker with a few guys battling it out and a managed to leave them 90 

runs to chase down in 30 overs. Uni cruised home with only losing 1 wicket. 

Round 13 - Washed out. We played against Hamwicks to only bowl 20 overs before being a complete 

washout. 

 

                                    

 

A massive thank you to Rusty and Chappy this year, you guys made not only my job but everyone’s 

job easier all year. The time and effort you guys put in for our club/team this year we all greatly 

appreciate it. Will be sad not seeing you again Chappy. Also big thanks to A. Cahill, G. Hook, and Y. 

Badat for the scoring duties this year. A huge thank you to J. Case, D. Nesbitt, and R. Fowler for the 

lunch duties as well. We all know without the effort put in during the week we wouldn’t be able to 

perform on Saturdays so a big thanks to Tom, Lyle, Dave, Bryce, Russell and everyone else involved 

for the midweek practise and getting ready for the weekend. 

It was a bit of a tough season to be honest, but I know a lot of the guys are keen to come back this 

year and prove to everyone why we are a top half of the table team. It was just a couple of situations 

last year that didn’t go our way and we will be much better for it this year. Keen to see all our young 

talent come back bigger and stronger and see what season we have ahead.  

Jonty Major 
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Second Grade 
Season 2019/2020 for City 2nd grade was very rewarding, yet frustrating in equal measure. 

Firstly, we had to deal with the constant slippery dip of players sliding up to 1st grade due to regular 

unavailability and injury. Mostly, those players would have been better off playing 2’s for the season, 

but as a club we had no other options. 

In reality, if we had all of the players who should be in 2nd grade actually playing 2nd grade we’d 

challenge for the premiership and those players would gain confidence and experience that would 

really aid in their development as players. 

Anywho, that is what it is. Hopefully soon instead we’ll be talking about how wonderful it is that so 

many 2’s players have blossomed into quality 1’s players. 

So, to give a very brief summary, we were very inconsistent. We thumped some of the top teams but 

played poorly against some of the lesser teams. I guess that sort of thing happens with a mix of older 

players who don’t practice enough, so they get it right sometimes and not others, and young players 

still learning their craft. 

So, to the specifics. 

Bowling: 

We routinely didn’t not take enough early wickets, as evidenced by the meagre stats of our opening 

bowlers. Bowlers too often could not get both the line and length correct, bowling too full on the 

right line, but too wide on the correct length, allowing the batter to easily leave the ball. 

But, we then fought hard through tough middle sessions, with Frankie consistently being the star of 

the show and numerous others contributing good spells in particular games to drag teams back and 

put them under pressure. There wasn’t one game where any team got away from us and piled on a 

really big score. In fact, only 2 teams scored over 200 against us - one team with two 1st graders 

coming back from absence who went off a bit and the other team was the minor premiers. 
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Highlights were: 

• Frankie’s numerous fast, accurate spells where he hit the deck hard and got the ball to 

move. All teams struggled against him 

• Occasional, but productive spells from Bryce - again, hits the deck and moves the ball 

• Wilson McTaggart joining us at the end of the season and bowling with good pace and 

control - literally stealing us an unlikely win by 1 run in a crucial game 

• Alex Sylow - came in from 3’s and immediately bowled with accuracy and control. His little 

left arm orthodox action looks like it should produce spin, but most often doesn’t. When the 

ball is almost always in the right areas, this is as dangerous as spin - there is always doubt in 

the batter’s mind. Alex bowled some great spells that contributed to the mid overs pressure 

I referred to 

Bowling Awards: 

1. Frankie Walsh: 15 wickets @ 12.07 

2. Bryce Garret: 12 wickets @17.83 

 

Batting: 

Inconsistent sums up our batting. Some players played one glorious innings, surrounded by a long 

list of failures. There was generally a lack of ability to bat for long enough - always the issue I know. 

On other occasions, we were in dominant positions and didn’t bat positively enough, allowing the 

opposition to get back into the game by dotting us up, followed by wickets falling as almost always 

happens in that situation. 

 

Best innings were: 

• Bryce Garret - one of the best I’ve seen for 85 vs Toronto 

• Louis Rothfield - a classy 89 vs Charlestown - we were in a tricky position 4/150 odd - could 

have gone pear shaped if we lost a few more quick wickets, but he carved them up and 

helped us to over 300 through a rapid 150 run partnership with myself 

• Jay Garret - smashed 70-odd vs Merewether and nearly smashed their new green room - just 

played his game and swung hard when he saw it in his zone. Jay also scored another quick 50 

at Learmonth 

• Liam Case came back from 1’s and after a duck in his first game, put together a 50 and a 70 - 

two very nice, technically pleasing innings 

• Mitch King scored a vital 50 in game 2 vs Wallsend when we were 4-bugger-all that got us in 

a position to try and win the game 

• A couple of cracking quick lower order innings from Frankie that set games up, plus some 

good efforts opening late in the season. 
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But the overall batting highlight was the consistency and determination to bat for long periods 

shown by Elijah Smith. Highlights were that: 

• In his second 2’s game, he scored 46 not out, combining with “Hodgo” for a 20-something 

run last wicket partnership to win the game 

• He batted for 3 hours on the 2nd week against Stockton, enabling us to avoid an outright 

• Against Wallsend in the 2-day game, he batted almost all of the 2nd day to avoid an outright, 

batting against a high-quality bowling attack (Gary Geise), scoring 108 

• He had several other 40’s - consistent 

Batting Awards: 

1. Elijah Smith: 390 runs @ 39.00 

2. David Smith: 220 runs @ 20.00 

 

 

                     

 

Third Grade 
The 2019-20 3rd grade season was one of team spirit, learning and watching City boys and girls 

playing their hearts out for our great club. Lyle and I took on the captaincy this season and our plan 

was to make our City boys and girls into outstanding cricketers. 

Lyle and I wanted to use this year as a development year with lots of talented young players coming 

through. Developing young players only works if you have the support of the older players in the 

team and the backbone of the side was City old boy Mick Wilkinson. Wilko stepped in as captain a 

few times throughout the year when Lyle and I went down with some injuries.  

We may have finished 9th on the ladder, with only 4 wins but we had a tie and lost one game by one 

run. That would have been 6 wins, the same amount as the 3rd place team on the ladder. It was tight. 

They were hard lessons to learn but the third-grade team had great character and we all turned up 

every week wanting to do better.  



Page | 19  
 

Our batting was our Achilles heel most of season, with Mick Wilkinson battling hard every game, 

never giving his wicket away, finishing with 160 runs @14.9 HS 55. A real shining light for the season 

and arguably our best player was Anika Learoyd. She did very well and by the end of the season 

scoring 150 runs @ 35 HS 56*. They were the only 2 that made the top 50 in the third-grade batting 

which in the end does not show how hard we battle against better more experienced teams. 

Our bowling and fielding is where our team spirit and never say die attitude came from. This was 

never more evident than when Muzza broke 3 ribs diving to affect a runout. Total commitment to 

the team and club. We had 3 bowlers in the top 50. Wilko took 10 wickets @ 16 in another 

outstanding effort. Alex Sylow spent a brief time in 3rd grade before being promoted to second grade 

took 8 wickets @ 8.88 and Maddi McGuigan who took 7 wickets @ 19.8 in her first year of playing 

grade cricket. Outstanding work Maddi. Our fielding was excellent with so many young players but 

once again the silver fox Wilko topped the list with 5 catches. Lyle and Anika had 3 apiece. 

At this stage I want to make a special mention of our wicket keeper. Millie Riley did an outstanding 

job behind the stumps in her first season of grade. She trained hard and improved and I am looking 

forward to seeing how good she will be next season. 

In the end our Champion points for the 2019-2020 season. 

Wilko played 13 games and finished on 44.9 points in 18th position. 

Alex played 6 games and finished on 34.4 points in 34th position. 

Anika played 9 games and finished on 29 points in 49th position. 

Great season to the Silver Fox Wilko. It is always an honour to play with him. True City boy. Thanks 

to all the young girls and boys for their efforts his year. It was a fantastic experience to play with the 

future of City.  A special mention to John “White Panther” Learoyd, who spent a lot of time on the 

park with several injuries early in the season (mainly to me). Thanks Panther. 

And to my mate Lyle. It was an honour to play with you and to see your smile when you played in 

the same team as Maddi was worth all the pulled muscles. Great stuff.  

Thanks to everyone for their support and I hope we can do it all again next year. 

Tommy Anderson 
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Fourth Grade 
This year, in our grade, there were some significant performances. A brilliant 4th grade innings by 

Mick Owens when we played them at Stockton of 165no. Three centuries in one innings from our 

team at no 1. A close 3 run win in another low scoring match against our archrivals Waratah in which 

Steve Christie took 4 wickets. The sense of fun and contagious joy for the game exhibited by 

University when we played them at Ray Watt. The hospitality and welcome of Toronto at a game at 

Dutchie field with a bush fire threatening. We personally witnessed at least 5 centuries and a couple 

innings of 90 odd which on uncovered, drought affected wickets is an amazing achievement. 

Congratulations to us, Stockton, Cardiff and Waratah who came in the top 4. Thanks to the district 

and to Kiss for allowing us to play at no 1 for a large part of the season. To move from a ground like 

no 5 without any access to facilities to no 1 with a grandstand, toilets, showers, a scorers box, and a 

stellar pitch prepared was a privilege, a joy and a  gift to young and older players who had not had 

this level of field or pitch to experience 

This season, despite the anticlimactic end, was one of the best I’ve been involved in over my 40 odd 

years of playing cricket. 

It was a gangbuster year for city 4s. we finished the table part of the season 9 points ahead of 

second to claim the minor premiership. It was disappointing to many in the team to not play the 

semis as we all thought we had this one. We started the season a tad inconsistently, 

(losing to Stockton and Merewether), but in the final part of the season come home with a wet sail 

knocking over many of the teams up our end of the table. One game I remember distinctly was 

against Cardiff where 9 of our regular team was snowed in at a chalet in Banff. A rag tag bunch of 

S&D players came to help a few who were dug out early and they showed heart and determination 

to hold a meagre total against a strong team edging toward the semis. The willingness to come to 4s 

aid and show some exceptional skills was best demonstrated when Matt Burgess came up to play 

with us hit 114 opening the batting wondered why people complicate cricket and didn’t play with us 

again. 

In regard of the regulars in 4s Tom Fulmer had an exceptional year with the bat and gloves. Opening 

the batting regularly it’s hard to think of one shot all season that was not the correct one apart from 

placing it gently at the bowlers feet one short of 100 on the last ball of the day against Wallsend. 

Brad O’Dell, as usual, was a captain’s dream in the field. When many plans had not worked going 
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back to Brad mostly turned the game in our favour. For the 53rd season in a row he led our wickets 

at an average around 10. Cam Hainsworth was part of the 3-300 triumvirate at no 1. And as usual 

was critical to managing, running and motivating the team when we needed a push. Jock Carter 

expressed a new side to his game beyond the bludgeoning middle order hitting by bowling a series 

of unplayable balls throughout the season and taking key wickets. Ethan Case showed his obvious 

talent with bat and ball throughout the year with just a few miscalculated shots and bad luck 

bringing him undone on moments where he would clearly go on to a big score. His father gave the 

team significant balance with his ability to find ways when the ball is moving, or the wicket wasn’t 

completely flat. For the rest of us flat trackers he was regularly our saviour. In the game where three 

of us scored 100s he opened and got out early, clearly, noticing before everyone else, that this was 

not his type of wicket. Mitch Done came late in the season but showed that he could likely play 

almost any grade in our club. Rumour has it he had a good time and is very keen for a return. A 

particularly elegant looking batsman when he gets the right ball it travels some distances. At one 

innings at no 1 he broke the scorers box window spraying glass over 8 % of city’s future talent. 

Bowling and youth wise Brayden Knott and Aren Barber were an exceptional opening bowling line up 

with the clichéd but challenging left and right-handed combination. They always took early wickets 

and their ability to hit the seam and allow the ball to swing was critical to this. Aren took 15 wickets 

for the season at an average of 7 with one 5 for. 

Liam Smyth came and shot up the grades quickly but showed a finely honed technique and ability to 

work an innings. 

The importance of lower grade cricket to district players in my mind can’t be overestimated. We all 

have some strong memories of our first years progressing from juniors to seniors. The older players, 

if there were some in the side, were critical in providing a balance between learning, supporting and 

competing. We all have stories of the old guy who bowled 35 overs from one end or would not allow 

young bats to show what they can do. But also, of selfless lower grade captains who understood the 

importance of learning and building resilience and confidence. Over the last few years we have seen 

a distinct change in the value of fourth grade (and now S&D) and the consideration of young players 

entering grade. 4th grade Captains and district stalwarts like Crunch Christie, Peter Willis, Dave and 

Phil Stanbridge are the best examples of this role. Leaders who allow juniors to experience a balance 

between competing and learning. 

In our only game against Waratah this year Crunch told me that this might be his last in grade. It will 

be hard to find someone of his ilk, but I hope it’s possible to replicate his example across the clubs. 

Thanks, Crunch you will be missed. 

Lastly I would like to end by paying significant testament to my predecessor as city 4th grade as 

captain. Matt Krevs likely isn’t a name well known throughout the district. He didn’t play here as a 

young player and played mostly 4th grade over the last decade or so. He didn’t start playing because 

he had a son or daughter playing grade but because he loved cricket and wanted to help young 

players adapt and learn. He died last year but his legacy in our club will exist through generations of 

kids who played under and with him and older dudes who learnt the real value of the game. 

Troy Arnold 
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Social & Development League 
 

Sky 

To say this season was a season with a difference was an understatement.  Due to the high number 

of available players City entered 2 teams in the S&D league “Sky” and “Navy”.  This is the report of 

City Sky. 

After losing last year’s final by 1 wicket, Sky entered this season full of ambition to avenge last 

season’s result and win the premiership we felt we should have got last year. In general, the squad 

was very similar to last years. The young members had another year of experience behind them 

while the old buggers had more aches, pains and wrinkles to go with our slowing pace and ever-

increasing poor eyesight.  Fielding positions were determined to hide us old buggers, leaving the 

youngsters to do the bulk of the fielding which they did extremely well. 

The season started strongly with a couple of wins under Pat’s (arguably the oldest cricketer in 

Australia) captaincy until he decided to holiday in China and enjoy the comforts of resting for a 

couple more games.  Pat made the decision to relieve himself of the captaincy and forced it onto 

me.  This change of leadership did not slow down the weekly performances as “Sky” continued on its 

winning streak.  While Pat was not captaining the team and not being able to live without cricket in 

his blood, he took on the unofficial role of managing and organising both teams every week.  Even 

the days when it rained for most of Saturday, Pat still did everything in his power to get the games 

played. 

I remember telling the team one game that the worst and best thing about captaining this team was 

trying to give one a bat and bowl as we battered down to 11 most weeks and had at least 9 options 

every time we bowled.  This was highlighted by having 11 different players score half centuries 

throughout the season while the others in the squad contributed with scores in the 20s and 

30s.  When it came to bowling 15 different players took wickets. 

Looking back at the season we finished with 11 wins, 2 washouts and 2 byes. The highlights included 

scoring 376 off 40 overs with 5 half centuries, rolling Cardiff for 39 when defending 278 and 

defeating last year’s premiers (Waratah) by 9 wickets (you beauty).  Because of the depth of batting I 

implemented a rule, score 50 and retire.  This was brought in after Matt (The Mop) Burgess scored a 

cracking 107 of 57 balls to see Sky beat Hamwicks by 8 wickets chasing down 170 in 18 overs.  Our 

bowling attack saw a number of good returns form a variety of players but we can’t forget the 

Saturday afternoon at Thomas Armstrong Oval when with Sky looking shaky, we turned to old-timer 

Pat (The warhorse) Kelly who bowled 6 tidy overs of nude deliveries to take 7-18 and see us home. 

Finishing 14 points clear of second, Sky entered the semis in high spirits until we like everyone else 

were struck down by the “Corona” virus.  This brought our season to a premature end - undefeated 

minor premiers who don’t get to play in the playoffs.  I for one have accepted that City Sky are the 

unofficial winners of the S&D league.  I don’t care what Waratah or Merewether think. 

I personally would like to thank every player in the squad this year.  Many had turns missing out on a 

bat or batting at the tail while in the field didn’t get a bowl as we shared the duties around.  Never 

did I get one complaint about players missing out apart from the youngsters Who regularly felt we 

needed 5 slips. 
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Looking forward to next season hoping to see all players return to finally win the title we thoroughly 

deserve. 

Thanks again to all players and their families for their support throughout the year. 

Andrew Way 

Navy  

The season started with a plethora of players for S&D which had proved a very popular format in it’s 

first year. So a new team was started - Navy, with a new Captain - Andrew Farthing under the wing 

of the venerable Pat Kelly. 

As S&D is, a mixed bag of talent and ages, but plenty of enthusiasm for their love of cricket. The new 

skipper, young in experience of leadership if not years, was ably supported by his team all season. 

This made the job much easier. Many thanks in particular to Paul King & my two wicket keepers 

Charlie & David for helping me with strategic bowling changes and field placements as I got a feel for 

the job. 

Week 1 Merewether Lions #6 

Lions 167(38.5ov) W Anson 2-42, P Sylow 3-28, A Farthing 2-28, def Navy 79(32.5ov) W Anson 26*, C 

Munro 20. 

Discovered we are a bowling side. Many contributors Peter Sylow bowled a tight spell for 3 wickets. 

A very well-judged high ball catch by Matt Lyons at mid-off. 

Batting let us down. Looked like a first batting attempt for the year. Wil batted well for his 26*. 

Charlie had a useful Cameo. A low slow #6 saw most people bowled playing back or across the line. 

Week 2 Hamilton-Wickham Thomas Armstrong 

Hamwicks 6/142 [B Beck 2/22, Farthing 2/35] def by Navy 1/147 (23.4ov) Lyons 70*, Hodgetts 59 

Came against a very young Hamwicks side. Half were u14's. Unfortunately, we were playing on the 

Astroturf which made getting the technically good batsmen out difficult, but they couldn’t hit the 

ball past the ring, so few runs. Tom Lane got his first wicket with a smart catch at first slip by his 

skipper. Luca Jones took 3 catches, Andrew took 2 wickets with his leg spin. Some late hitting saw a 

total of 145 in gale force winds. The City tent tragically did not survive the winds. 

Matt Lyons after an early life played a fabulous controlled innings for 70* at a run a ball. Jack 

Hodgetts did what he does and blasted 59 off 59 balls on a tiny field. 

Week 3 Merewether Tigers #6 

Tigers 9-145 (Sylow 3/30, King 2/16, Blake 3/27) def Navy 74 (19.2) 

All my stars from the previous week were not available (Jack, Ben, & Luca to Sky, Matt to 4th Grade) 

meaning we lacked some batting & bowling experience. 3 juniors heard the call and came to play - 

Nick Forsyth, Nick Wills & Harry Campbell. We played on the low and slow #6 with a 22m boundary 

closest to the water. Fields and bowling were chosen to minimise the amount of time the ball spent 

in the canal. 

Started well with a run out off the first ball of the match. Once again, we bowled well as a unit with 

good contributions by several. Peter took 3 and bowled beautifully. Paul King rolled the arm over for 
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2 which included a screaming diving catch in covers by the skipper, and a late effort by wicket 

keeper-come tear away fast bowler David Blake took 3 for 27. Of note was Harry Campbell in his first 

senior game bowling an incredibly tight spell of left hand off spin. 7 overs 3 maidens 0-4.  

Our batting started OK and then fell away with too many cross-bat shots on a mully grubbing pitch. 9 

wickets bowled or lbw. 

Week 4 University   Thomas Percy 

 Forfeit by Uni - music festival was too much for Uni to field a side. 

Week 5 Bye 

Week 6 Toronto Workers    Tulkaba Park 

Toronto 69 (27.3 ov) P Kelly 2/0 def by Navy 1/70 (12.0) W Anson 28*   R Birks 35* 

With Andrew away Pat Kelly took the reins against an 8-man Toronto side. Pat took 2/0 off 3 overs. 

Cultural hero Dav Dani took a wicket. Toronto was rolled for 69. 

Wil Anson & Regan Birks chased down the total in 12 overs. 

Week 7 Cardiff Boolaroo   Cardiff #2 

Cardiff 5/170 (P King 2/15, W Anson 2/31) def by Navy 3/173 (35.3 ov) M Lyons 46, D Hawkins-

Power 37, W Anson 44*, D Blake 23. 

Playing a seven-man Cardiff side, Pat managed to arrange a game by guaranteeing fielders for Cardiff 

on a good even pitch. A challenging game as Cardiff had a very classy batsmen who finished with 

50*. There was a good tussle with some good bowling. Paul & Wil taking 2 wickets a piece. 

Batting was used as an opportunity to blood our younger players on a good even pitch. Declan 37 & 

Matt 46 batted solidly, but a bit slow to turn over the strike and take all the runs on offer. Wil Anson 

44*, David Blake 23 sped things up and brought us home. Jonah Roser gave us a taste of his abilities 

with 4 fours to finish the game. 

Week 8 Newcastle City Sky #5 

Sky 9/211(D Hawkins-Power 5/13, P Sylow 2/39, I Bowen 2/16) def Navy 146 (38.4ov) (M Lyons 26, J 

Farthing 23, A Farthing 20, M Knott 29 

It was great to be back on #5. Matt Lyons & David Blake bowled really well but couldn’t make in-

roads into the openers Pat Kelly 53 & Mitch Hodgetts 33. Pete Sylow finally got 2 wickets. 

Unfortunately, that brought Matt Burgess 52* to the wicket in scintillating form. With the ball 

disappearing to all parts of the ground, young Declan was thrown the ball with immediate effect. He 

finished with 5 wickets bowling a mixture of leg & off spin. Turned the ball a mile. Isaac Bowen took 

two wickets. Jamie Farthing joined us for the first time for the year with 2 catches. David Blake 2 

stumpings.  

Batting started with Matt and Jamie Farthing. They made a solid start but were finding it hard to turn 

the strike over against the old pro’s for Sky. Contribution from Andrew (20), and Murray Knott (29) 

demonstrated some lusty hitting with 5 fours. In the end 211 was too many. 
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Week 9 Waratah Hexham Park 

Navy 7/80 (J Farthing 42*) def by Waratah 3/84 (20.0ov) J Farthing 2/26 

Fozzie, sitting out with a hammie, lost the toss before we got to the ground. Jamie and Andrew 

batted first. Jamie batted though the innings showing lots of class for his highest score of 42*. 

Unfortunately, no one else could stay with him. A deceptively hot & humid day took its toll on his 

run scoring by the end of the innings. Of note Declan (9) hung in and batted well, until intimidated 

by a well-placed bouncer. He was out shortly after. Paul King (16*) kept Jamie going at the end of 

the innings. 

Not enough runs against last year’s Premiers. A sharp low catch in covers to Andrew off James Pitt’s 

bowling. Jamie took two wickets with his leg spin. 

Week 10 Merewether Lions 

Washout 

Week 11 Hamilton-Wickham #5 

Hamwicks 140 (38ov) T Lane 2/22, A Farthing 3/16 def Navy 136 (39.5ov) P King 66, J Roser 27 

A good tight game but we didn’t do ourselves any favours by dropping a lot of catches, including 

their captain 3 times who went on to make 58. Tom bowled a beautiful line & length. Andrew came 

on late and picked up 3 wickets for 16 runs off 8 overs. Nick Lane bowled late and what a find. Sharp 

pace with 1 for 2 off 2 overs. I’m sure he was sore the next day. 

Paul King & Dav Dani opened the batting. They gave us a solid start. Paul and Jonah then put on the 

bulk of the runs. It was a slow and steady chase. Hard to pick the gap, and hard work on Pauls knee 

to make the singles & twos. In the end we collapsed badly. James Pitt (16) showed some clean 

hitting with 2 fours and a six to keep us in it. Peter Sylow showed some mature batting in a tight 

situation to support an exhausted Paul. They almost got there with 5 runs needed off 2 balls. Paul 

had nothing left in the tank to get back for 2 and was run out for 66. 

Week 12 Merewether Tigers #5 

Tigers 9/145 (J Roser 2/7, S Anson 3/9, A Farthing 2/31) def by Navy 7/148 (39) P Kelly 51, J Roser 

21, A Farthing 23 

Needing a win to secure a finals spot, I once again lost the toss. Long grass and a central wicket 

meant 4's were hard to come by. Tom & Nick opened the bowling which was tight. Tom should have 

had a couple of wickets if his slip fielders had held onto the ball. The first change bowlers then 

changed the game with Jonah Roser 2/7 & Scott Anson 3/9 amongst the wickets. Some late hitting 

saw a decent score achieved. Matt Lyons got 2 catches & a runout; Charlie Munro took two catches 

& badly bruised his index finger.  

With Paul (sore knees) & Charlie unable to bat we turned to Pat Kelly to anchor the innings. Matt 

Lyons was back from a broken finger but out early. Jonah supported Pat well. Then a few cheap 

wickets before Andrew and Pat steadied the chase. Pat was eventually out for 51. Andrew got us to 

within 3 runs before finding a way to get out. In the end we scrapped home with an over to spare. A 

good win for Navy. Starting to build a good team and secured the all-important points for making the 

finals. 
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Week 13 University   #6 

Forfeit by Uni - first week back at Uni, so they couldn’t get a side together. 

Week 14 Bye 

Week 15 Toronto Thomas Armstrong 

Washout 

Semi Final - City Sky at #1 

COVID 19  

The aim of S&D is to have some good-natured competitive cricket, whilst developing some of our 

juniors so they may be ready for Grade cricket when required. 

We had good success in this area. Wil Anson, Matt Lyons both played grade this season. Tom, Peter, 

Declan, Harry, Jamie all played above their age group and were important contributors for Navy 

during the year. Thank you to everyone in the team for such an enjoyable season. 

Finally, a big thank you to Patrick Kelly for making all of this possible. Pat is a good communicator. He 

takes the time to let everyone know what their roll is, what the game situation is, what he needs 

from each and every one of us. This year that involved supervising and blending two teams. Why 

everyone is enjoying this format of cricket so much is in no small way due to Pat. I look forward to 

the new season and all that it brings us. 

Andrew Farthing 
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Dennis Broad Cup 
We started off the DBs Campaign confident that we could go deep into this competition. 

Starting strong with a comfortable victory over Belmont, things were looking good. Frankie was a 

stand-out with the bat, top scoring with 44, while Matt White did a job with the ball picking up 3/23 

from his 4 overs. City 6/166 def. Belmont 109. 

We headed to Waratah confident, and that proved to be our downfall. We won the toss and batted, 

with a late call up to the young up and comer Dave Smith. Dave opened with Camo and carried his 

bat finishing with 83* including 4 maximums. Our Bowling in the early overs put us on the back foot, 

as one bloke hacked his way all over the oval, nothing able to go to hand. Michael Stapleton kept us 

in the game, with some tidy bowling, in partnership with Dave, were able to get the game to the 

final over. Unfortunately, we had leaked too many runs early and they got home with 2 balls 

remaining. Staples ended with 3/27 from his 4 overs. City 3/141 def by. Waratah 8/142 

Needing a dominant win, we travelled to Wallsend. Winning the toss, we decided to bat. Off to a 

slow start, Kingy and myself got things moving. Frankie joined me at the crease, and we pushed 

forward, finishing on 177 from our 20 overs. Frankie slapping a quickfire 37 from 23 balls, while I was 

bowled on the last ball of the innings on 87 from 55 balls, including 7 “fat dogs” as the Wallsendians 

refer to them as. On the back of a strong batting performance, we didn’t let off the with the ball. 

Staples was again instrumental with the ball, taking a match winning 4/28 from his 4 overs. Jake was 

tidy with a couple of sharp stumpings and we rounded the innings out on the last ball, dismissing 

Wallsend for 99. City 3/177 def. Wallsend 99. 

Our slip up with Waratah meant we finished best 2nd, allowing us to proceed to the semi-finals (our 

quotient was 3.23, best of any team). 

Due to having the u/15s and the u/21s in the semi’s also, we got home ground advantage, as we 

played the top team University at the home of cricket, Learmonth Park. 

Lost the toss for the first time and was asked to bowl first. No dramas there, as we continued our 

good form with the ball. Staples again picking up a couple of wickets along with the prodigy, Al 

Sylow. We restricted Uni to 6/114 from their 20 overs. Things got off to a bad start, as I was run out 

for 0. Frankie and Kingy kept the ship steady, slowly creeping up on the total. Unfortunately, they 

both fell in close succession, and the seemingly simple target was just out of reach. We finished 

8/112 from our 20 overs. Uni 4/114 def. City 8/112 

A disappointing end to an extremely enjoyable campaign. This was the first time I had played Denis 

Broad since the 2010/11 season, and it was great fun. Being able to keep the squad together for the 

whole completion was wonderful to see. Michael Stapleton was the leading wicket taker in the 

comp, finishing with 10 from his 4 games, including an economy of under 6, which in T20, bowling 

when the field is usually up is highly impressive. I’m confident it won’t be too long before we are 

back in the winner’s circle in this comp. 

City for the Kitty. 

Bryce Garrett 
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Under 21’s 
 

City’s U/21s side had an extremely successful season going undefeated in all of our games. We had 

great depth in our squad which was needed throughout the tournament with a range of players 

answering the call when required. Congratulations to Alex Sylow and Liam Smyth who made their 

debuts for the team this season. Cracking this side is a great achievement given the amount of 

quality young players at our club. 

Our first game should have been relatively simple, against a 7-man Belmont outfit. The game was 

much closer than what was desired served as an appropriate wake-up call in a sense that just 

because we have a quality team doesn’t mean the wins will simply happen. This match saw the 

introduction of young gun Alex Sylow onto the scene who collected 3/8 off 4 overs and receiving his 

first man of the match award after City chased down 100 in 15 overs following a top order collapse. 

City then travelled to Waratah for round 2 which proved to be a convincing victory. City bowled first 

and did so very tightly rolling the home team for 70 in 18 overs. Everyone bowled well but I was 

particularly impressed with the young talent of Liam Smyth and Alex Sylow who took 1/10 and 2/11 

respectively. Bullies, Aidan Cahill and Rory Kalnins set out their aggressive intentions early in the 

game as specialist number 3 batsmen Tom Fulmer watched anxiously from the stands. City chased 

the total none-down in 8 overs. 

The final round game saw Wallsend host the city boys in our attempt to make it 3 from 3. As I lost 

yet another toss, we were surprisingly sent into bat first and from this moment on, carnage ensued. 

Young steroid addict Aidan Cahill was again partnered by his little red-frog Rory Kalnins as they made 

an immediate impact on the game. Cahill smashed his way to 78 off a mere 31 balls hitting multiple 

sixes, one that found its way onto Tom Fulmer’s windscreen. Cooper Southam got in on the action 

later in the innings and was supported by Angus McTaggart as we set 208 for the Tigers to chase. 

They did not chase it. 

City secured a home semi-final against Toronto at the home of cricket, Learmonth Park. We were 

out for revenge after losing this fixture last season. Unfortunately, Toronto’s import was unable to 

play as he did not qualify. However, the odds were equalled after Rory’s sleep-in found him out of 

the starting 11. After losing my 4th consecutive toss we were tasked with bowling first on a flat 

track. Openers, Dainos O’Sullivan and Angus McTaggart were more than up to the task producing a 

solid opening spell with Sam taking 3/25 off 4. This was supported by Matt White (vanilla slice) and 

Aidan Cahill. Young gun Alex Sylow once again proved his extraordinary talent taking 3/15 off his 4 

overs. The visitors posted an intimidating total of 143. 

Young Hainsworth was called to action to join Cahill in opening the batting. He did well, collecting 17 

off 23 balls. After losing a few cheap wickets, in came man of the moment, Jay ‘the big show’ 

Garrett. This innings was genuinely one of the best knocks I have seen in my lifetime. Jay compiled 

aggression and skill as he blasted a 1st grade bowling attack to all areas of the park. He fell for 94 off 

52 balls in the 17th over leaving Southam and I with only a handful of runs to chase. The sabres 

chased the total 4 down in with 2 overs spare. 

The scene was set for an action packed grand-final. As I said to my father (Roast Fowler) before the 

season began, ‘you know what champ, I’d love to verse Toronto in the semi and beat Charlestown in 

the final’. Arriving to the ground, I had never seen these young men more focused in my life, a few of 

us had been waiting years for this moment. After years of falling short we had earnt the opportunity 
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to achieve what we had so fondly craved. Rust ran us through our warm-ups as I achieved something 

I hadn’t done all year, I won the toss. Considering the state of the wicket and the aggression in our 

batting line-up the choice was simple, ‘we’ll bat thanks chief’. Our opening pair Jake Hainsworth and 

Aidan Cahill set the tone early with Cahill finding the boundary often. He fell for a brilliant innings of 

46 off 27 balls. Hainsworth did his job at the top scoring 28 off 41. Jay Garrett and Gus McTaggart 

came together for a quality partnership scoring 38 and 25 respectively. Southam hit a cheeky five 

runs as the sabres finished with a defendable total of 145. 

The instructions were clear and simple, we knew we had a good total and the quality bowling line-up 

to defend it. However, we could not get complacent as T20 cricket is a funny game and Charlestown 

were a quality outfit. O’Sullivan and McTaggart opening the bowling again for City was a sight to 

behold. They executed their roles well taking 1/22 and 1/24. Plans to bowl myself next crumbled as I 

was brutally attacked with a cricket ball to the side-knee area following an aggressive cut-shot. Aidan 

Cahill and Matt White were once again brilliant bowling first change taking 1/24 and 0/18. I left the 

final overs down to personal hero Alex Sylow, and myself. Alex bowled to our plan and was 

instrumental in his efforts taking a match-winning 3/20 off 4 overs as I finished with 2/21.  

Charlestown were restricted to 9/132 as the crowd arose in historic euphoria. I could not be more 

proud of the boys as we put an absolutely brilliant performance on show and proved we were the 

best team in the comp. 

This piece of silverware had been a long time coming for a few of us in the squad. I have been a part 

of City teams that look unbeatable on paper and somehow crumble under the pressure. It was really 

pleasing for the team to put in a complete performance throughout the entirely of the competition. 

My pick for player of the series was tough, but also fair. Jay Garrett and Aidan Cahill proved 

themselves as worthy contenders for this label. However, 15-year-old Alex Sylow, in his debut 

season showed maturity, skill and execution like I had never seen from a kid this age so therefore it 

became clear that he was my player of the series. A huge thank you must go to Rusty Fowler for his 

support of the team throughout the season as well as Jonty Major and everyone who helped score, 

set up the grounds and do the little things a cricket club needs to be successful. It’s important that 

we do our best to back this up next year. 

City for the kitty, 

Cal Fowler 
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Under 15’s 
The under/15s had a successful season in the T20 competition taking out the title against Wests. I 
had the privilege of captaining the boys this season, all of them contributing throughout the games. 
We kicked off the campaign against Belmont. Bowling first, we were able to restrict Belmont to 7/91, 
good performances from Pat Duffy with figures of 3/17 off 4 overs and Jonah Roser with 2/9 off 3 
overs. Good performances from Matthew Lyons with 34 and Alex Sylow with 41 all but secured the 
win. In the second round, we played Toronto and we bowled first again, keeping Toronto to 7/62 off 
20. Pat Duffy with another good bowling display, picking up 2/6 off his 4 overs with the rest of the 
wickets shared around. Matthew Lyons got off to a flyer in the run chase, blasting 42* out of the 66 
runs scored, with our run chase finishing on 0/66. The final round game saw us playing Wallsend. 
Bowling first again saw Pat Duffy pick up 4/3 off 3 overs and Aren Barber with 2/0 off 3, bowling 
Wallsend all out for 40. Another wicketless run chase saw Matthew Lyons top score again with 18*. 
Moving into the finals we were set to play Belmont. Yet again bowling first, saw Harry Campbell 
claim 4 for 10 off 3 overs and Liam Smyth with 3/9 off 2, bowling Belmont all out for 65. Matthew 
Lyons continued on with Alex Sylow promoted to the opening spot for another wicketless run chase, 
with Alex finishing on 43*. Playing Wests in the final, we batted first for a change. Great 
performances from Liam Smyth (24) and Alex Sylow (22) and some late order hitting kept us in the 
game, getting to 6/107 from the 20. That is when the fun stopped however, with the Wests openers 
coming out swinging from ball one. But Jonah, Harry and Liam pulled together to get us back in the 
game. The Wests’ middle order put themselves under pressure, creating 3 runouts in a short space 
of time. With Alex Sylow back on for his second spell, he secured the game with a bowled and a run 
out of his own bowling. Special mention and great thanks go to Cal and Rusty Fowler for handling 
the team and helping me throughout the season and they were both crucial to the team’s success. A 
big thank you to the boys for always bringing their all on game day, and it truly has been an amazing 
and fun experience captaining all of you guys. 

Harrison Allomes 
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Women’s T20 
Newcastle City Cricket Club has a strong history of female cricket within Newcastle. And I hope we 

added to this history in season 2019-20. We were invited to participate in the Inaugural Women’s 

competition and as per normal City did an outstanding job in organising a strong, competitive team.  

The competition looked like it would be a bit of fun, to play with our mates and have a laugh. The 

competition started off with maybe 7 teams that were interested in playing which quickly became 6 

to 4 to eventually 3 and a half. City, West and Waratah had good numbers and had good support for 

their clubs. Hamwicks tried to get their team together but could only find 5 or 6 players a week. The 

rest of the clubs in the district showed no interest which was incredibly sad. 

Our side was made up of players that had played juniors and seniors with City, Kelsey from Kurri that 

knew most of the girls and just loves playing and Simone McGuigan, wife of Lyle and mother to 

Maddi. Simone just want a game which was fantastic. Our side was led by Kirsten Smith, who did a 

great job getting all the girls involved in the game. She also represented the club with distinction in 

interviews and acceptance speeches. Great work Kerbo. 

Our side was very good and to be honest the girls could have said it wasn’t of a good enough 

standard to continue to turn up, but the girls had a sense of how important it was for the female 

game in Newcastle to have good players playing and not allow the competition to fade away. 

In the end we had some fun and got the right result when we beat Waratah in the final. All the 

players contributed to our team at some time during the competition and I was proud of how the 

girls respected the opposition for giving it a go. 

We also had the best batter in the comp with Kelsey Miller finishing with an average of 88. 

Congratulation to all the girls and thank you for your commitment. 

Tommy Anderson 
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Season Awards 
Batting 

S&D NAVY  

- Runner Up – Wil Anson - 98 runs @ NA (3 Not Outs) 

- Winner – Matthew Lyons - 151 runs @ 37.75 (Highest Score of 70*) 

S&D SKY 

- Runner Up – Jackson Hodgetts – 277 runs @ 55.40 

- Winner – Matthew Burgess – 332 runs @ 83.00 (Highest Score of 107*) 

4th GRADE 

- Runner Up – Troy Arnold – 334 runs @ 41.75 

- Winner – Thomas Fulmer – 327 runs @ 46.71 (Highest Score of 100*) 

3rd GRADE 

- Runner Up – Michael Wilkinson – 149 runs @ 14.90 

- Winner – Anika Learoyd – 140 runs @ 35.00 (Highest Score of 56*) 

2nd GRADE 

- Runner Up – David Smith – 220 Runs @ 20.00 

- Winner – Elijah Smith – 390 runs @ 39.00 (Highest Score of 108) 

1st GRADE 

- Runner Up – Mitchell Nesbitt – 231 runs @ 21.00 

- Winner – Jonty Major – 225 runs @ 25.00 (Highest Score of 54) 

Bowling 

S&D NAVY 

- Runner Up – Paul King – 7 wkts @ 16.43 

- Winner – Andrew Farthing – 10 wkts @ 19.90 (Best Figures of 3/16) 

S&D SKY 

- Runner Up – Andy Way – 10 wkts @ 10.20 

- Winner – Martin Kelly – 14 wkts @ 11.29 (Best Figures of 4/13) 

4th GRADE 

- Runner Up – Aren Barber – 15 wkts @7.07 

- Winner – Bradley O’Dell – 22 wkts @10.18 
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3rd GRADE  

- Runner Up – Alexander Sylow – 8 wkts @ 8.88 

- Winner – Michael Wilkinson – 10 wkts @ 16.00 (Best Figures of 2/11) 

2nd GRADE 

- Runner Up – Bryce Garrett – 12 wkts @17.83 

- Winner – Frankie Walsh – 15 wkts @ 12.07 (Best Figures of 4/29) 

1st GRADE 

- Runner Up – Angus McTaggart – 16 wkts @ 20.75 

- Winner – Jesse Major – 17 wkts @ 20.35 (Best Figures of 6/88) 

 

100s 

Elijah Smith   V Wallsend (2nd Grade)   108 

Troy Arnold   V Wallsend (4th Grade)   117 

Cameron Hainsworth  V Wallsend (4th Grade)   102* 

Thomas Fulmer   V Wallsend (4th Grade)   100* 

Matthew Burgess  V Hamilton-Wickham (S&D)  107* 

Matthew Burgess  V Hamilton-Wickham (4th Grade)  115 

 

6fas 

Jesse Major   V Cardiff-Boolaroo (1st Grade)  6/88 

Patrick Kelly   V Hamilton-Wickham (S&D)  7/18 

 

Wicket Keeping 

Mitch Nesbitt – 12 catches, 2 stumpings 

 

Most Ducks 

Aidan Cahill – 4 ducks 
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Perpetual Awards 
 

Most Runs in Grade – Pop Rodgers Trophy  

Elijah Smith – 390 runs @ 39.00 (Highest Score of 108) 
 

Most Wickets in Grade – Bruce O’Sullivan Trophy  

Bradley O’Dell – 22 wkts @10.18 
 

Junior Player of the Year – Fordham Trophy  

Angus McTaggart  
 

Most Improved  

Elijah Smith  
 

Tom Anderson Medal  

David Smith 
 

All Rounder – Robert Wilkinson Trophy  

Bryce Garrett 
 

Julie Vitnell Medal  

Jonty Major 
 

Matt Krevs Award 

Bradley O’Dell 
 

Club Person of the Year – Robert Wilkinson Plate  

Bryce Garrett  
 

Player of the Year  

Jesse Major  
 

Women's Cricketer of the Year  

Anika Learoyd 
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Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 


