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Club Overview 
Newcastle City and Eastern Districts Cricket Club Inc. is an incorporated sports club. This club was 

formed in January 2001 following the amalgamation of Newcastle City District Cricket Club and the 

Eastern Districts Junior Cricket Association. Our teams play in the Newcastle District Association, the 

Newcastle City and Suburban Association, and the Newcastle Junior Cricket Association 

competitions.  

 

Life Members 
Rob Wilkinson 

Betty Anderson (Dec’d) 

Col Rogers (Dec’d) 

Tom Anderson (Snr) 

Col Stone 

Kerry Ross 

Tom Anderson 

Damien Jones 

Ross Leonard 

Peter Chapman 

Phil Horton 

Col Tegg 

Greg Hook 

Marcel Too 

Yusuf Badat  

Adrian Mannel  

Matthew Krevs (Dec’d) 

Brad O’Dell 
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Office Bearers 2020-21 
 

President – Stephen Garrett 

Snr Vice President – Bryce Garrett 

Jnr Vice President – Ross Leonard 

Secretary – Penny O’Shea 

Treasurer – Adrian Mannel 

Assistant Treasurer – Greg Hook 

Committee Member – Russel Fowler 

Committee Member – David Smith 

Committee Member – Yusuf Badat 

Committee Member – Jonty Major (up to March 2021) 

Committee Member – Mitchell Nesbitt (from March 2021) 

Committee Member – Callan Fowler 

Junior President – Ross Leonard 

Junior Secretary – Scott Edden (Grants and COVID issues) 

Junior Treasurer – Andrew McTaggart 

Junior Registrations – Yusuf Badat 

Girls Development Officer - Julie Wharton (Girls’ Cricket Coordinator) 

Junior Committee Member – Paul King (Balls and Grounds) 

Junior Committee Member – Tommy Anderson (Gear) 

Junior Committee Member – Susie Boswell (Social Media and Clothing) 

Junior Committee Member – Kylie Read (Blasters Communication and WWWC) 

Junior Committee Member – Rob Parkinson (Coaching Dev. and Club of the Year Management) 

Junior Committee Member – Johanna Case (Clothing) 
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President’s Report 

 

Another Season done and dusted, but not just any season!  

Firstly, I would like to thank my fellow Committee, and sub-committee, members for their outstanding 

efforts and commitment this season. Finishing last year at the beginning of a global pandemic, we 

were not sure what this season was going to look like.  There was no precedent and there was certainly 

no offseason! 

The outlook was bleak as Covid-19 wreaked havoc upon all sections of our community, and in fact the 

globe.  As a committee we held significant concerns surrounding ongoing financial support from our 

sponsors, the financial and mental health wellbeing of our members and their families and, internally, 

the financial security of our club.  Difficult decisions were made! Player registration fees were reduced 

significantly to ensure our members continued to benefit from the strong social fabric that a sporting 

club like ours brings. We spoke with our sponsors expressing our sincere understanding if they felt the 

need to “press pause” on their financial support. We engaged our suppliers and contractors requesting 

some cost relief.  In the end, Treasurer Mannel was able to bring together a bare bones break-even 

operating budget.  An outstanding effort from all concerned! 

The introduction of the Suburban District Competition and the usual struggle of ground allocations 

also bought new challenges, but ultimately added Islington Park to our ground allocation.  This is 

important as we continue to grow and improve our young (in player ages but old in history) club. 

In what was a difficult period for most businesses, our sponsors, yet again, came to the party to allow 

us to continue to play the sport we all love. Due to the unfortunate Covid circumstances, we were left 

without a major pub sponsor. However, a brief meeting with Mick from Bar Beach Bowlo had us back 

on track with a new watering hole for Saturday evenings. Mark Dannenberg from Dannenberg Civil 

yet again went above and beyond, with financial support, running repairs to the damaged sight screen, 

ongoing roller maintenance and will be a key factor in the development of our new training wickets at 

Learmonth Park later this year. Bakers Delight Greenhills were a new sponsor this season assisting 

financially and with produce for BBQ’s. Cook Elevators and Century Private Wealth increased their 

continued major sponsorship. Harry’s Schnitzel Joint also came on board this season, along with 

continued support from AFRM and Lake Timber & Hardware. 

I would again like to thank all our sponsors for their ongoing support, particularly in the face of 

adversity, and ask our entire City Family to acknowledge and support them at every opportunity.  
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On the field, we yet again had a successful year with plenty of outstanding individual performances 

recognised at the senior and junior presentation nights. On the team front we collected more 

silverware this year, with our Women’s’ team taking out the NDCA Women’s T20 for the second year 

running. Cal and his troops also defended their U/21’s title.  For the first time in 10 years, stepping 

up to the plate, our new 1st Grade captain Mitch Nesbitt collected a 1st grade trophy, claiming the 

NDCA NCC Summer Bash in a gripping final. We were competitive across the grades, our 

Development League side bowed out in the final, our affiliated team Adamstown Rosebuds finished 

1st however lost in the final. Dave took our Denis Broad team one game further, going down in a 

heated final against Merewether. We also entered two teams into the inaugural Suburban Districts 

comp. All this left us sitting 5th on the Club Championship, highlighting our improvement and 

development as we moved up on previous seasons.  

Congratulations to all players who gained representative honours this season, with special mention 

to Aidan Cahill who was a member of the winning Newcastle Country Cup team and was also the 

leading wicket taker in NDCA Grade competitions for Season 2020-21. 

As you will be able to read in Ross’ Juniors Report, we again had an outstanding year claiming the NJCA 

Club Championship for the second consecutive year. Just reward for the Junior Sub-Committee’s 

ongoing efforts.  

Having received unanimous support at our AGM, Brad O’Dell was awarded Life Membership at the 

Senior’s Presentation Night. A “City Boy” for 33 years, and counting, his dedication to City is 

outstanding.  I encourage all current and retired players to read the detailed synopsis of Brad’s career 

contained in this report and consider how they can “give back”! 

As we begin to prepare to do it all again, I thank everyone who assisted in any capacity in the last year. 

From coaching, match day preps, scoring, washing the One Day kits, running the canteen, watering 

pitches or just cheering City on, every bit of help is noticed and appreciated. We are always looking 

for more volunteers, whether it is in a formal manner via the committee, or just helping where you 

can, I encourage you to reach out to a committee member.  

Whilst we might not ask, we always need your help! 

I started with the Committees and will finish in the same vein. We are one of the largest, if not the 

largest cricket club in the Hunter, your Committees’ efforts is what allows this club to operate and 

provide all our players with the foundations to not only play cricket, but to enjoy and be safe within 

the social fabric that the entire Newcastle City & Eastern Districts Crick Club delivers. I would 

personally like to thank each and every one of you! 

CITY FOR THE KITTY! 

Steve Garrett 
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Treasurer’s Report 
It certainly turned out to be a successful year for the club on many fronts. Thankfully, the impacts of 

Covid on the club were not as bad as they may have been which allowed us to get through a full 

season. 

From a financial perspective, things ended up a lot better than what we had thought it would have. A 

huge thanks to all the sponsors who came back this season and also the new sponsors that came on 

board which really helped ensure we were able to provide quality training, equipment, facilities and 

support to our players and members. We also had success on the BBL ‘Bash for Cash’ front thanks to 

Penny’s great entry (see above) and also winning the local Summer Bash 20/20 comp. 

The next season looks like another big one with the work underway on the Learmonth training wickets 

which the club has received grant funding for plus the provision of some nets for these wickets once 

they are in place. We are constantly working on trying to improve all aspects of the club to provide 

players and members with the best possible environment to excel. 

As always, a huge thanks in particular from my perspective to Greg Hook who does plenty of work to 

assist me and takes on quite a few tasks to make my job easier. I would also like to thank Andrew 

McTaggart as the Junior Treasurer for his ongoing work. Thanks to the Committee for their time and 

efforts to ensure this club keeps moving in the right direction. 

City for the Kitty!   

Adrian Mannel 
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Balance Sheet 

Newcastle City & Eastern Districts Cricket Club 

As at 31 May 2021 

31 MAY 2021    31 MAY 2020 

Assets 

Bank 

Juniors       39,639.33    10,190.96 

Seniors       56,526.82    13,183.39 

Total Bank      96,166.15    23,374.35 

 

Total Assets      96,166.15    23,374.35 

 

Liabilities 

Current Liabilities 

Grant Money Held     38,000.00    - 

Outstanding Cheques     4,557.10    2,609.00 

Total Current Liabilities     42,557.10    2,609.00 

 

Total Liabilities      42,557.10    2,609.00 

 

Net Assets      53,609.05    20,765.35 

 

Equity 

Current Year Earnings     32,843.70    7,527.79 

Retained Earnings     20,765.35    13,237.56 

Total Equity      53,609.05    20,765.35 

 

 

 

 



Page | 9  
 

Profit and Loss 

Newcastle City & Eastern Districts Cricket Club 

For the year ended 31 May 2021 

2021    2020 

Trading Income 
 
Clothing income      1,893.00      3,241.00 
Coaching clinic income         400.00        - 
Curation income         165.00      - 
Food & Drinks Sales         521.70         919.95 
Grants        8,000.00      1,200.00 
Luncheon Income                    -      4,320.00 
Other Revenue        8,000.00      1,222.90 
Presentation night income      1,185.01                    - 
Registration Fees     60,949.13     62,522.57 
Social fundraisers                     -       2,137.00 
Sponsorship Income     37,204.01     33,431.11 
Toyota raffle        1,454.29       1,713.12 
Total Trading Income                119,772.14   110,707.65 
 

Gross Profit                 119,772.14   110,707.65 

 
Operating Expenses 
Bank Fees           229.00          135.56 
Clothing Expense     11,377.00     29,112.00 
Coaching        5,910.00       8,035.00 
Council fees        4,128.90       2,682.60 
Cricket Balls      12,161.00     11,649.00 
Curating Expense     14,403.64     11,025.00 
Equipment        3,785.00       5,025.00 
Food & Drinks           694.51       3,734.35 
General Expenses          199.00          520.00 
Luncheon Expenses                     -       4,400.00 
NDCA Expenses       6,050.00       5,300.00 
Player Incentives          970.00          900.00 
Presentation Night       1,321.90                     - 
Registration fees exp       7,307.88       6,615.00 
Repairs and Maintenance      1,310.26           859.35 
Trophies & awards       7,472.85       3,796.00 
Umpire fees        9,607.50       9,391.00 
 
Total Operating Expenses    86,928.44   103,179.86 
 

Net Profit      32,843.70        7,527.79 
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New Life Member 

 

Brad O’Dell was honoured with Life Membership at our recent Annual Presentation night held this 

year at Bar Beach Bowling Club. Brad started playing for Newcastle City in 1988 after being coerced 

by Greg Hook to switch allegiance from Wallsend. Brad’s main concern at the time was that he may 

be too old for a change! 32 years later he is still performing as strong as ever and is still winning 

bowling awards. 

In the 1990’s Brad captained our 5th grade team that dominated the competition for 10 years before 

venturing up the grades highlighted by a first-grade debut at the age of 50! 

      

MyCricket stats show that he has claimed 278 wickets since 2006 however with an estimate 520 

additional wickets between 1988 to 2005 his wicket tally would exceed 800!!  

With the bat Brad has a top grade score  of 80 runs in a 2nd grade game against Toronto in 2006.  

Brad is still playing cricket at the age 62 and in 2020 he won the prestigious “Bruce O’Sullivan Most 

Wickets in Grade” Trophy, a trophy he has won on numerous occasions. In the same year he also 

had the honour of being awarded the inaugural “Mat Krevs Medal” for his contribution to lower 

grades.   

Brad also served with distinction on the Club committee for 4 years from 1998-2002  

Brad’s contribution to the club both on and off the field has been immense and he is fully deserving 

of his Life Membership to our Club. 

Greg Hook  
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Vale Darren Castle 19/02/1963 – 24/06/2021 
It was with great sadness that we heard of Darren’s passing in June. A wonderful man taken too 

soon and whose passion and love for cricket spread right through our club. The City Family’s 

thoughts are with Sandy, Lawson and Remy and their family & friends. 

Darren started his cricket coaching like many other parents, volunteering for the role for Lawson’s 

Newcastle City Cricket U11 team … a role he held right through until the U17’/18’s (pictured below 

in 2016/17). 

 

As a Cricket coach you get to not only enjoy, or perhaps endure, a couple of training days a week, 

but also around 4 hours of organisation, coaching and motivation on a Saturday morning … often 

with family in tow. This usually involved on field umpiring or walking countless laps of the oval, 

delivering words of wisdom to the team ... like … ”bowl straight” or “hit the ball hard!” 

Darren was not very good at sitting down and watching! Dealing with a mixture of players, some 

talented, some competent and others we affectionately called the daisy pickers, Darren had a 

special rapport with all of them and gave each and every one of them the coaching and opportunity 

to be their very best. 

After coaching his junior team on a Saturday morning, Darren was regularly spotted lurking at senior 

grade games in the afternoon; often in later years watching his young charges backing up from 

morning cricket.  

Darren also coached numerous Newcastle Junior Cricket Association representative teams, clocking 

up countless hours on the freeway and long Sundays all over Sydney. This also started with Lawson 

in the team, but as Lawson moved through the grades, Darren remained behind to support and 

nurture younger representative cricketers. 

The social media responses after his passing, from Newcastle City and NJCA families and cricketers 

alike, including many of his former players, are a testament to his character.  

Rest in Peace, Darren – gone, but not forgotten.  

Steve Garrett 
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Junior’s Report 

 

2020-21 was a very testing year for junior cricket, with all the problems associated with COVID 19, 

problems with the NJCA Co-ordinator’s position, ground issues and big rain events leading up to the 

semi-finals. However, all things considered, NJCA and our club juniors had a reasonably successful 

season. This was largely due to the hard work of the NJCA Committee, CNSW workers and of course, 

our great Newcastle City Junior Committee. 

Teams 

On Saturday mornings we had three Under 10 teams (including a Sixers Girls Stage 1 team) and two 

Under 11 teams using the Stage 1 Format, two Under 12 and two Under 13 teams using the Stage 2 

Format and one Under 14, two Under 15 and one Under 16 team using the Stage 3 Format. As well, 

we had one Stage 2 girls’ team, two Under 14 teams and one Under 16 team playing in T20 mid-

week competitions. We also had a team (9 boys and 1 girl) in the Summer Smash (Stage 1) 

competition in Term 1 2021. 

All up, our club had some 216 players (including players playing in more than one competition but 

excluding Junior and Master Blasters) of which 54 were girls. Our club continues to be the leader in 

the development of girls’ cricket in Newcastle.  

Our Junior and Master Blaster sessions were held at Learmonth Park on Monday afternoons during 

Term 4 2020. They were generally run by three of our young seniors (Lawson Castle, Mitch Hodgetts 

and Dean Mazalo) with assistance at times from Kirsten Smith, Kate McTaggart and the Wharton 

family. In total we had 24 boys and 8 girls attending Junior Blasters and 19 boys and 4 girls attending 

Master Blasters. An all-girls Master Blasters program was held in Term 1 2021, attracting 9 girls. 
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Coaches and Managers 

We thank the coaches and managers of all our teams for the great job they did. We had some of our 

younger senior boys helping with the coaching of some teams and this again worked well.  

Our competition team coaches were:- 

Under 10 Sixers Red – Luke Minto and Dan Mitchell 

Under 10 Blues Blue – Josh Deakin and Drew Miller 

Under 11 Div. 2 Blue – Ben Lane and Jennifer Kimmet 

Under 11 Div. 3 Red – Lawson Castle and Louise Stanger 

Under 12 Div. 1 Red – Tim and Penny Lees 

Under 12 Div. 3 Pink (Girls) – Chris and Julie Wharton 

Under 13 Div. 1 Yellow – Chris Rheinberger and Jamie Boswell 

Under 13 Div. 1 Red – Rory Kalnins and Karen Endicott 

Under 14 Div. 1 – Rob Parkinson and Paul Langworthy 

Under 15 Div. 1 – Cal Fowler and Scott Edden  

Under 15 Div. 2 (Girls) – Dominic Eve 

Under 16 Div. 1 – Grant and Johanna Case 

Stage 2 Girls Mid-Week – Matt Williams and Julie Wharton 

Under 14 Mid-Week T20 Blue – Rob Parkinson 

Under 14 Mid-Week T20 Red – Paul Langworthy 

Under 16 Mid-Week T20 – Chris Duffy and Steve Wills 

 

Junior Sub-Committee 

Our hardworking committee comprised - Ross Leonard (President), Scott Edden (Secretary and 

Grants and COVID Issues), Andrew McTaggart (Treasurer), Yusuf Badat (Registrar), Tommy Anderson 

(Gear), Kylie Read (Blasters Communications and Working with Children Checks), Paul King (Balls and 

Grounds), Susie Boswell (Social Media and Clothing), Rob Parkinson (Coaching Development and 

Club of the Year Management), Julie Wharton (Girls Cricket Coordinator) and Johanna Case 

(Clothing). 

 

Sponsors 

Thanks to our sponsors this season, who were:- 

Islington Dental (Major Sponsors)                          Quanto Pty Ltd 

Pitcher Partners                                                          Newcastle Agri Business 
McTaggart Accountants                                            A Plus Contracting & Poly Welding 

Core Project Group Pty Ltd                                       J Boswell Consulting 
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Team Results 

We had 13 teams playing in the Saturday morning competitions and 4 mid-week teams. Eleven of 

these made their semi-finals (five missed by just 1 place) and two (Under 11 Div. 3 Red, and Stage 2 

Girls Mid-Week Term 1) were minor premiers. The Sixers Girls Stage 1 Term 4 won their competition 

and then the following teams made it through to their grand finals – Stage 2 Girls Mid-Week Term 1, 

Under 10 Blues, Under 12 Div. 3 Pink, Under 13 Div. 1 Yellow and Under 15 Div. 1 (Under 16 Mid-

Week’s Semi-Final was unfortunately washed out). 

The Stage 2 Girls Mid-Week Term 1 team lost their Grand Final to Charlestown 64 to 128 (to whom 

they also lost in Term 4).  Charlestown girls were somewhat older. The Under 10 Blues lost a 

competitive Grand Final against Merewether Tigers Gold 129 to 159. The Under 11 Div. 3 team 

narrowly lost their Grand Final against Nelson Bay 124 to 138. The Under 13 Div. 1 Yellow team lost 

their Grand Final to Merewether Tigers 85 to 120. 

On the bright side, our Under 12 Div. 3 girls Pink team put in an outstanding display by winning their 

Grand Final against Merewether Tigers 124 to 78, with great contributions from Laura Knipe 2/19 

and 38 not out and Felicity Wharton 3/9 and 3 catches. 

 

Our Under 15 Div. 1 team capped off a great season by winning a tense Grand Final against 

Merewether Tigers 6/91 to 8/90, getting the runs with 13 balls remaining. Lachlan Rail again stood 

out with the bat scoring 41 n.o. while Declan Hawkins-Power, Seb McGrath and Harry Campbell all 

took 2 wickets. 

 

We are also very proud winners again of the Unrestricted Club Championship for NJCA cricket. 
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Club Trophy Winners  

Winners of our club’s perpetual trophies were:- 

Fielding Award – Felicity Wharton – Under 12 Division 3  

Wicket Keeping Award – Harrison Allomes – Under 16 Mid-Week T20 

Batting Award – Lachlan Rail – Under 15 Division 1 and Mid-Week T20 

Bowling Award – Kate McTaggart – Under 15 Division 2  

Under 10-13 Cricketer of the Year Award (Tommy Anderson Trophy) – Jonah Rheinberger – Under 13 

Division 1 Yellow 

Under 14-18 Cricketer of the Year (Bruce O’Sullivan Trophy) – Harry Campbell – Under 15 Division 1.  

 

Kate McTaggart received the Major NJCA Award for Best Female Cricketer, while Sophie Parsons 

won the Best Female Rep Player Award. 

 

Representative Cricket 

Special mentions go also to those players who progressed above the DCA and IDCA representative 

levels:- 

Jonah Roser, Harry Campbell and Oscar Hills played in the revised Country Challenge in Canberra for 

Greater Hunter. 

 

 
 

Will Parkinson was selected, for the third straight year, to represent Hunter PSSA. 

Patrick Duffy, Harrison Allomes, Aren Barber and Alex Sylow played Bradman Cup. 

 

Girls who achieved high representative levels are shown in the Girls Cricket Report. 

Sixteen of our current juniors also played grade cricket for City and acquitted themselves well in 

various divisions, including first grade. 
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Finances 

Maintaining our previous sponsors and welcoming some new ones, together with successes with 

grants meant that the year’s financials achieved a good outcome.  

Looking Ahead 

For next season our challenges include:- 

- Working to increase the quality of our Junior and Master Blasters sessions to attract greater 

numbers of young kids to enter the cricket program and enjoy the experience. 

- Trying to get more of our coaches accredited. 

- Discussing cricket training facilities for the club with our seniors and develop a program to 

improve these and pursue the appropriate grants. 

- Working with the seniors on the One Club Program. 

- Continuing to advance girls’ cricket. 

Ross Leonard  

Girls’ Cricket 
Season 2020-21 was another fantastic season for Newcastle City Cricket Club’s female players.  Our 

participation rates remain high, and we were one of only a few clubs who were represented in both 

of the new all-girls leagues: Stage 1 Sixers Girls League (Saturday mornings), and Stage 2 NJCA Girls 

League (Wednesday afternoons).  In addition, we had one all-girls team playing in U12 Div 3, against 

mostly boys, and a mostly girls team playing in U15 Div 2 against mostly boys. We had a number of 

girls participate in our Term 4 Junior and Master Blasters programs, and then in Term 1 we ran our 

first all-girls Blasters program, and also had girls in the City Summer Smash team.  All up we had around 

56 girls participating across Junior Cricket and Blasters, an increase of more than 50% from the 

previous season.  

 
During this season we have also held a ‘Come and Try’ day for girls cricket (January), and also an 
International Women’s Day Event (March), which attracted cricketers and cricket supporters from 
across both the junior and senior sections of our Club. Several of our City juniors also participated in 
the NDCA Women’s mid-week T20 comp. 
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Despite making the GF last year, our U15Div2 team unfortunately did not make the finals this year, 
finishing fifth, with not many points separating second and sixth place.  In a significantly rain-affected 
season, highlights include 34* for Kate McTaggart in Round 2 and 29* from Mia Cook in Round 7. A 
fantastic spell of bowling from Kate in Round 5 resulted in figures of 5/20, while Holly Simmons (3/1), 
Sophie Cook (3/9) and Kate (3/9) each had games where they took three wickets for not many runs. 
Both Sienna Eve and Sophie Parsons each had games where they took three catches.  Kate McTaggart 
was again the recipient of the Club Bowling Award for the season, and also took out the NJCA U14/2 
Bowling Award and the NJCA U14/2 Champion Player Award. 
 
Kate McTaggart was deservingly awarded the NJCA Female Player of the Year across all the junior 
competitions. 
 
Madeline Case played in the City U17/18s team that played this year’s 16/1 comp, that made the semi-
final. 
 
Our U12Div3 team bounced back from the disappointment of being washed out of last year’s semi-
finals to finish 2nd on the ladder.  Following a thrilling last over win in their semi-final against one 
Merewether team, they put on a fantastic performance in the grand final against another Merewether 
team (one they had never beaten), to win the grand final in a convincing manner, making them only 
the second ever all-girls team to win an NJCA Saturday junior cricket major premiership (our current 
U15Div2 team being the first two years ago).  The girls improved over the course of the season, with 
the grand final a fantastic demonstration of peaking at the right moment, with top scores and best 
bowling for the season occurring on GF Day at Myamblah Crescent. Highlights of the grand final 
included Laura Knipe’s unbeaten 38* (from 44), Saffron Thibault’s unbeaten 24* (from 42) and Felicity 
Wharton’s 3/9 (from 3 overs).  Felicity also took three catches in the GF, with one being a fantastic, 
outstretched dive on the boundary to dismiss the opposition’s top scorer – and validation as to why 
she was the deserving recipient of the Club’s Fielder of the Year award this season.  Other highlights 
during the year included Abby Roser retiring not out in no less than six matches, followed closely by 
Natasha Mills who did the same in four matches.  This was a great outcome in the girls’ first season of 
“when you’re out you’re out” cricket, demonstrating a quick adaption to the skill of valuing your 
wicket.  Other great efforts with the bat during the season came from Abby Roser (23*), Natasha Mills 
(22*), and Felicity Wharton (22*).  Bowling honours go to Felicity Wharton (3/9, 2/1 and 2/8), Emma 
McRae (3/7, 2/2 and 2/4), and Natasha Mills (2/6) for great spells with the ball at different stages of 
the season, with fantastic support from the rest of the team both with the ball and the bat, as well as 
in the field.  Felicity Wharton also took out the NJCA U12/3 Champion Player Award. 
 

               
 
One of the other highlights of the season for the U12Div3 girls was the Round 5 match against the 
Valentine Vixens – another all-girls team.  In what was believed to be an NJCA first, this milestone 
match celebrated two all-girls team playing each other in the regular NJCA Saturday morning 
competition, traditionally a mostly boys format.  The lead up to the game included coverage from ABC 
Newcastle (radio), the Newcastle Herald, and then game day coverage on NBN News.  The atmosphere 
was fantastic and resulted in a truly memorable day for all involved, and a nice touch that City took 
the points on the day. 
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Our Stage 1 Sixers Girls League had a fantastic first season, winning the inaugural GF in Term 4, and 
only just missing out on the GF in Term 1.  In a very exciting GF match in Term 4, Jasmin Nolan bowled 
a double wicket maiden to secure a victory by just 2 runs against Valentine. This was a great 
achievement, given all but one player was in their very first season of cricket. The girls played equally 
well in the Term 1 2021 competition finishing equal 2nd but just missed out on qualifying for the grand 
final.  Unfortunately, a clash with a touch football tournament meant we only had 4 players available 
for a narrow loss against the eventual grand finalists. It was a very rewarding season watching the girls 
score their first ever runs and take their first ever wickets. Some excellent individual efforts 
throughout the season included: Soph Wicks 4/5 (off 4 overs), Ottsy Delf’s 2/4 (off 2), Gabby Dunn’s 2 
runs off the last shot of the game to win against Valentine, and Bronte Morgan’s 30* (off 13 balls).  
Bronte also took an amazing 5/2 (off 4 overs) in a great spell and took out several of the NJCA end of 
season awards including, Batting Award (both Term 4 and Term 1), Bowling Award (Term 4) and 
Champion Player (Term 4). 
 

 
 
The Stage 2 Girls also played exceptionally well, making it to the GF in both Term 4 and Term 1, but 
on both occasions going down to a much older Charlestown team.  The comps were scheduled to be 
8 rounds each, but unfortunately both Term 4 and Term 1 included a bye in the mix. Additionally, the 
Term 1 comp was significantly impacted by rain.  This comp included modifications to the typical Stage 
2 format, to assist clubs with fielding all-girls teams in this new mid-week girls league, and as a result, 
limited the number of balls faced by each batter.  Highlights from the Term 4 comp can be seen in the 
Round 5 match against Merewether which saw Olivia Prickett score 17 from 13 balls, Felicity Wharton 
score 14 from 14, and then Felicity Wharton take 3/0 from 2 overs.  Highlights from the Term 1 comp 
include Felicity Wharton scoring 18 from 15, and Natasha Mills scoring 15 from 13. The Round 5 match 
saw the best of our bowling with Felicity Wharton 2/3 (from 2 overs), Gabriella Lyons (2/5 from 2 
overs) and Sophie Penn (2/7 from 3 overs).  Sophie Penn took out the NJCA Bowling Award for the 
Stage 2 Term 1 Girls Comp. 
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On the representative front, we had four City girls competing in the U13 Mollie Dive Shield: Sophie 
Parsons, Emma McRae, Laura Knipe and Felicity Wharton.  There was no U15 Margaret Peden team 
this year due to insufficient numbers / conflicts with other competitions. 
 

           
 
City girls made up the majority of the Newcastle team for the inaugural Greater Hunter Area Female 
comp, held in November, with ten of the 12 girls in this team being from City. 
 
City girls did well taking out a number of the NJCA Rep awards, with Sophie Parsons awarded Female 
Rep Player of the Year and the Team Batting Award for both Mollie Dive Shield and U13 Newcastle 
Girls in the Greater Hunter Area comp; and Felicity Wharton awarded the Team Bowling Award for 
both Mollie Dive Shield and U13 Newcastle Girls in the Greater Hunter Area comp. 
 
We had a number of our junior girls selected in the NSW Cricket Academy for Newcastle Zone, that 
went on to represent various Newcastle teams in a somewhat curtailed representative season, but 
which included U16 and U19 NSW Country Championships in Tamworth in January. 
 
Some of our older City junior girls also travelled to Sydney on many Sundays over the season to 
participate in the various NSW Women’s Premier Cricket Competitions, including a number playing 
U18 Brewer Shield for Northern District, Sienna Eve playing 2nd Grade for Northern District, and 
Madeline Case playing 1st Grade for Universities. 
 
Further indication that our girls continue to progress to high levels can be seen from the following 
achievements of girls who played in our junior teams this season: 

• Madeline Case and Holly Simmons were members of the Country Sixers team for the U19 
State Challenge.  

• Sienna Eve and Kate McTaggart were selected for ACT NSW Country in a series of games 
between NSW Metro and Country teams April. 

• Bronte Morgan (Stage 1 Girls), Emma McRae (12/3), and Felicity Wharton (12/3) have each 
been selected to play for the Hunter Region at the NSW PSSA State Championships later this 
year.  We wish them all the very best of luck. 

• Sienna Eve (15/2) and Kate McTaggart (15/2) both played in the NSW CHS championships 
earlier this year, and both were successful being selected to progress and play in the NSW All 
Schools Cricket Championships at Maitland. 

• Madeline Case (16-17/1) was named as reserve for the U19 Team ACT/NSW Country team for 
the Nationals substitute games. 

 

Several of our former city juniors also played the U19s State Challenge and made the U19ACT/NSW 

Country team for the Nationals substitute games, as well as some who now have WBBL contracts and 
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spent part of the season inside “the bubble”.  It’s exciting times seeing these city “graduates” playing 

at such high levels of the women’s game. 

 

City has been heavily involved in supporting NJCA through the development and implementation of 
innovative new girls cricket programs this season.  These programs, through NJCA and Charlestown 
Junior Cricket Club, recently won the Cricket Australia Community Cricket Award for Girls and 
Women’s Initiative of the Year – which is a pretty big deal.  While City was not directly included in 
these nominations, we can take great pride in the efforts of our club in supporting NJCA through our 
experiences in developing girls cricket locally over the years, and from our support of the new girls 
leagues and girls and women’s cricket at all levels locally. 
 
With the growth of girls cricket expected to continue for some time, City will continue to be a leader 
in the development of girls cricket by supporting girls to participate in each of the many formats on 
offer, and by being a diverse and inclusive club. 
 
Julie Wharton               

First Grade 

   

What a year it has been! The Newcastle Herald predicted us City boys to come 11th this season 

because of the loss of Sam O’Sullivan, as well as our squad being relatively young compared to other 

teams. We did have moments throughout the season where we did show our inexperience, but we 

also had moments where we showed our talent, our development, and our toughness. Now I have 

had time to reflect on the season that was, there were a couple of moments which stood out to 

me.   

In Round 2 we came up against a strong Wallsend side in a one-day fixture. We batted first and 

scored 218 off our 40 overs on a lightning quick Learmonth Oval. In Wallsend’s innings they were 

well on top with the score at 170 with 6 wickets in the sheds and Nathan Price not out on 104. He 

spoons one to long off, but the boys know the job isn’t over. A superb display of death bowling by 

Aidan Patrick Cahill (5/40 of 8 overs) and Angus McTaggart (3/39 off 8 overs) resulted in Wallsend 

being all out for 212.  

The next game that stood out to me was against our biggest rivals, Merewether in Round 7. Aidan 

Patrick Cahill tore through the Merewether batsman finishing with figures of 5/37 off 13 overs and 

was well backed up by Jonty who finished with 3/23 off 13 overs. Merewether all out for 133. In 

reply, we manage our way to 142 and claimed first innings points. In Merewether’s second innings 

they posted 5/220 off 41 overs, this left us 211 off 41 overs to claim maximum points. We got off to 
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a terrible start being 3/12. We kept losing wickets regularly and the Lions were well on the attack. 

Our 9th wicket fell with our score on 85 and a little over 10 overs remaining in the day. Elijah Smith 

and Alex Sylow, our two youngest team members, were at the crease. The suspense was building 

every ball as the crowd at Learmonth got bigger and the cheers got louder every ball. The boys 

managed to be not out by the end of the day’s play, Elijah 22 not out off 71 balls and Alex 1 not out 

off 25 balls, as we held on to claim first innings points. A great fight to hold on for the draw and kept 

us in the mix with the top sides. 

The last game that really makes me proud of was the last round up against Minor Premiers, Wests. A 

must win game for us to make the top 4 depending on other results to go our way. After being sent 

into bat, we unfortunately lost Wayne Dunlop and Cooper Southam to injuries early on in both of 

their respective innings and they would not return. Although being down to 9 men, we fought and 

scraped our way to 148 on day 1, leaving us 25 overs left in the day. Everyone knew they had a role 

to play and with not many runs on the board we needed to take every chance that came our way. 

APC and Guido McTaggart went through the top order to leave them 7/80 at the end of the day’s 

play. Special mention to Alex Sylow’s absolute hanger on the fence to dismiss their captain late in 

the day. The next weekend we picked up the remaining 3 wickets in the morning, but West’s 

tailenders managed to chew up a few overs. With not many overs left in the day, but also other 

results going right down to the wire, we had no other choice but to go for maximum points. 

Although we came up short in the end, this is what I am proud of. We played the game hard, left it 

all out there going for the win and did the club proud.  

Overall, I believe it was a successful season. We came close, finishing 5th, only one point behind 4th 

place. We played some outstanding cricket this season. From this season compared to ones before, I 

see that the gap is closing between our best and worst game. We say it every year that next year will 

be our year, but I truly believe we are all still growing as cricketers and young men, and the success 

we experienced this year will only better us heading into next season.  

A huge congratulations to Aidan Cahill on a remarkable year. He finished the year as the leading 

wicket taker for the competition with 37 wickets. Well done mate, your season was no surprise with 

all the hard work you have put in. 

                

On a personal note, this season has been one of my most enjoyable ones without a doubt. Every 

week getting to spend my Saturday playing cricket with my mates and being privileged enough to 

captain this great club is an honour. I think it shows in the way we play our cricket; we celebrate 

team success and individual success, and it shows that we are a tight nit group of mates.  
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On behalf of the team, I would like to say thank you to Rusty Fowler for his efforts this year. Rusty 

every week is our 12th man. He is at training Tuesdays and Thursdays, first one at the ground of a 

Saturday morning to set up and often the last one to leave. The little things Russ does week in and 

week out which often go unnoticed has made my job as captain much easier, and for that Russel 

thank you.   

 

                   

 

To Andrew Cahill, scoring is a job no one wants to do but you have taken it on board this season 

week in and week out. It has been a pleasure having you around every Saturday and I know the boys 

always love your contributions at the end of each game when we do our fines. On behalf of the 

team, thanks Andy!  

Mitchell Nesbitt      
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Second Grade 
After a promising end to last season, we commenced 2nd grade with high hopes. We had some new 

team members - Isaac Smith and Caleb Hill joining and Harrison Allomes up from 3’s and Mitch King 

and Jay Garrett back from 1’s - all bolstering our ranks. We also had Mitch playing his last season as 

motivation for a good one. 

Unfortunately, our season mirrored last season somewhat - not taking wickets before Christmas, 

then coming home too late with a wet sail, exacerbated this season by washouts while in winning 

positions. 

              

Highlights were: 

BATTING: 

Jay Garrett: 119 vs Stockton, 60 vs Waratah, 48 vs Wallsend, 44 vs Cardiff 

Wayne Dunlop: 97 not out vs Belmont, 46 not out vs University 

Dave Smith: a 27 ball 50 not out vs Belmont and 61 vs Merewether 

Harrison Allomes: 50 vs Waratah 

Mitch King: 74 not out at his final game 

Rory Kalnins: 134 vs Cardiff 

Summary of batting: Jay Garrett turned a corner this season and started compiling innings - still 

brutal - but with good defence as well. Great signs for the future if he can continue this. Harrison 

Allomes showed real promise all season but delivered with a classy innings vs Waratah on a difficult 

pitch and slow outfield to prove that he has a lot to offer on coming years. The highlight for me was 

the brisk partnership Mitch King and I had to win our last game, in Mitch’s last game, when we 

looked in a bad position and ended up cruising in. That was so much fun, and I’ll remember how 

good it felt always.  

BOWLING: 

Eventually Quinn, Caleb and Isaac hit their straps and bowled spells of high-quality bowling and took 

wickets. Isaac started swinging the ball both ways, Quinn hit good areas at good pace and a Caleb 

bowled a consistent line and length, bowling spin or pace with equal value for the team.  

Rory, despite making life hard for short leg at times, developed a real affinity for the Islington pitch 

and some of its weirdness, taking regular wickets and keeping us in games. 
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At various times we also had good contributions from Wilson McTaggart, Cooper Southam and Bryce 

Garrett. It was also fantastic to have Hodgo and Binga back for a game each late in the season. Both 

bowled really well and are keen for next season which is great.  

A highlight though, were the couple of games Harry Campbell bowled. At 14, he showed remarkable 

control and was our most economical bowler in those games. One to watch for the future. 

                  

Another highlight was witnessing the keeping of Harrison Allomes in the second half of the season. 

He had been bowling prior to this, but his keeping was hugely impressive, particularly to spin on the 

unpredictable Islington pitch that sometimes spins and bounces a lot.  

Overall, this was very satisfying season. Some players developed really nicely with the opportunities 

provided. I would also like to thank Mitch King for his counsel and assistance with the team. It was 

great to have his input and it was a pleasure to play with him in his last season.  

Dave Smith                    

Third Grade 
Third Grade this year certainly had a youthful flavour to it with a majority of players for the year 

under 18 (and well under in some cases). A few older heads in Tommy, Wilko, Murray, and myself 

managed to bring the average age up a bit (or a lot in some cases). 

The year started off with club legend Tommy Anderson captaining but I would end up taking over 

the reins so Tommy could focus on other activities and be able to walk at all for the following week. 

October saw the rain come – plenty of it resulting in numerous games being washed out in the early 

weeks. My main aim as skipper was to have the team play hard but fair, have plenty of chat all game 

(thanks Hodgo for teaching me many years ago), lots of energy in the field and enjoy their cricket 

which I think for the most part was achieved despite the tough season results wise. 

Eventually we would get on at Belmont in Round 5 and would go down by 15 in a close one with 

Lachie Rail and Tom Fulmer hitting 20’s. 

Round 6 saw us take on a very strong Stockton side featuring a few former City players (and some 

less than desirable on field commentary) but after being sent in on a wet deck on day one we 

managed to avoid the outright on a sunny day two. Harry Campbell, Lachie again and me picking up 

30’s. 

Round 7 saw the local rivalry against Merewether and we fell well short of Merewether’s 240. Wilko 

and Tommy grabbing some wickets and Wilko backing that up with a quality 50 to frustrate the 

opposition and a fiery opening bowler! 
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Round 8 against Cardiff was one that may have got away after posting 190 and having them 1/13 at 

days end. Day two saw the rain arrive to wash it out. I managed to cover drive and pull my way to a 

long overdue hundred (Round 10 of the 2008/09 season to be exact) with Will Anson, Lachie and 

Murray Wright supporting with 20’s. 

Round 9/14 saw two one dayers against Wallsend boasting a second-grade quality line-up. Both 

games we ended up probably 20/30 runs short as Wallsend got over the line 6 down with only a 

couple of overs left. A Wilko 50 and Liam Smyth 37 top scored in those with Will and Reece Caddy 

picking up 3 wickets hauls.  

                     

Round 10 (Round 13 was washed out) we took on Charlestown and after a bright start only managed 

90 with Wilko grabbing a 30 odd before they got it 2 down in a slow chase.  

Round 11 saw the weather close in after a good start against Toronto to see the rest of the game 

washed out. Just what you want when you travel down there!!! 

Round 12 Waratah touched us up with some of their former first graders doing the damage. Wilko 

grabbed 4 wickets while I got to 35 and wasted it after going large twice earlier in the over. 

The final round would see Wilko take over the captaincy due to my holiday away and he would take 

full advantage of the duties by snagging himself the batting award from me with a 30 in our final 

innings of the year but most importantly leading the side to the first win of the year. Tom Fulmer 

plundered 64 of the best while Lachie also got a few. Harry Campbell bowled a superb lengthy spell 

to bamboozle their bats.  

A few notable moments of the season were Aren Barber grabbing a snack pack from across the road 

and having to scoff it down as he got back as we were heading out to field and bowling the second 

over with a sock full of change, Reece Caddy for bringing out his up & go’s just before steaming in for 

the first overs of the day and Wilko for his “attempt” at videoing my hundred. 

A big thanks to Tommy and Wilko for their assistance in captaining at times during the year as well 

as helping me when I wanted an opinion. Thanks to Murray for putting in countless hours of 

umpiring and good chat in the field.  

It was great to see several of the youngsters get a good season of seniors cricket under their belt 

with the likes of Harry Campbell, Jonah Roser, Lachie Rail, Will Anson and Liam Smyth showing 

plenty of promising signs. Our “fast bowling brigade” of Aren Barber, Reece Caddy and Holly 

Simmons bowled some fantastic spells and deserved more wickets than they ended up with. It is 

exciting to see the youngsters in the club improving their games and looking forward to seeing them 

all progress over the next many years. 

Adrian Mannel          
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Fourth Grade 
‘to the greediest, grubbiest fingers go the treasure in a small chest’ 

This year was especially weird. To say this after last season is baffling but true. As a team we only 

played 8 games and lost only one. Still, we made the semis in 4th place. Then knocked out after rain. 

We had the team to win the prize but again were denied the opportunity of showing our true talent 

at the big show. This is after winning the minor premiership last year (no semi-finals) and tying the 

final the year previous.  

 

Highlights for this season include the first game against Belmont where we had 8 parent child 

combinations enter the field. The game ended with Kate Mc catching their last bat on the fence 

following her dads slow, straight, half-track slower ball taken 5 m from the biggest outfield this side 

of the MCG. Sometimes all that is needed is the experience of a sharp cricketing mind and a solid 

plan.  

            

As a team Hitting over 400 against Merewether in 40+ heat at Pat Jordan and subsequently sending 

into retirement 3 of Merewether most celebrated cricketers of the last 30 years. Our comprehensive 

defeat of Stockton on their home turf where we beat them in a one dayer by more than 100 runs 

thanks to the diverse skills and knowledge of our opening bowling pair of Moose and Reece Caddy. 

Moose didn’t bowl in  many more games after that, but we saw what he is capable of on turf 

especially when there is a bit of moisture in the air. Stockton were 4-25 when, following a short 

revival, Ryan Johnstone took a hattrick. It was the first I had witnessed, and I had the privilege of 
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taking the last catch in close and then the significant ask to halt the excited Ryan full sprint in 

celebratory hug mode.  

           

Individually Mitch Done’s 160 was spectacular to watch in the ability to pick the right ball and play 

devastating shots to most parts of the ground.  The continuing messianic vibe of Grant ‘Viv’ Case to 

provide a saving innings when we are all struggling. He also took a couple of the best catches this 

season. Brad’s, ever reliable, and devastating bowling this year again. We were gifted the 

opportunity to spend some time in the presence of Matt Helinski and discovered that he can bat 

also. Hopefully, he finds the time and space to play again because he was a good fit into the side and 

contributed in the field, with the bat and the support and learning of junior players. Most of the 

youngsters who came to play with us showed that they could manage to contribute at this step up 

from juniors. We are looking forward to them being with us ever so briefly next season and moving 

to new levels and following their careers. As far as the under 25s go we had Ronan Kelly play a full 

season, mostly opening the batting and taking the early ball. It is easy to see how he can be leaving 

our nest soon and contributing up the grades. He possesses all the shots; a tight technique and his 

bowling was awkward for anyone who faced him. We had short cameos from Rowan Evans and Kate 

Mc Taggart whom we will likely see more of next season and showed they can handle the step up to 

grade, turf wickets and grizzled old fat cricketers angry that they are not young anymore. Ethan Case 

continued to show his class and when his poor luck runs out, I expect an incalculable amount of runs 

to flow. He is always willing to do what the captain asks and thinking of the team when he plays.  

Jock Carter did not play many games but made the game his when available. He likely is all out of 

50th birthday parties so should see more of him next year hopefully. Brayden Knott bowled with 

extra pace this year while still hitting the seam regularly.  

Reflecting on the season in regard to the table we commonly didn’t play when other teams got onto 

wet wickets. With the limited number of points available missing just a couple of these results in 

significant changes in the ladder. The first game of the year was cancelled due to rain, but Cardiff 

forfeited and gave Toronto 8 points in a completely rain affected round. But this situation in some 

manner comes up year after year and is not unusual but is largely out of our power which can be 

frustrating. Hopefully, this drives the regulars in the teams for the next season to leave no stone 

unturned. 

Uno mas 

Troy Arnold 
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Development League 
Newcastle City completed an outstanding 2020-21 season in the inaugural Development League 

competition with a narrow loss to Merewether in the grand final. 

Despite losing our opening match we finished second on the points table at the end of the regular 

season. With the semi-finals washed out we progressed to the grand final against the minor 

premiers. In an exciting and high-quality match, we went down by only two wickets.  

While the on-field success was pleasing, the aim of the competition was to develop junior players 

and provide them a pathway into senior cricket. With a strong junior club and a commitment 

through all the grades of developing younger players, the Development League fitted well with 

Newcastle City’s ethos and was an excellent initiative by the NDCA. 

City was able to offer many of our junior players an opportunity to play senior cricket in a supportive 

atmosphere that still provided a test for their cricket skills. Over the season several our players were 

selected for higher grades, and we developed other players that look ready for the next level. 

Players who moved into higher grades included Matt Lyons, Will Anson, and Jack Donovan-Shultz. 

 

                      

 

Many of the club’s junior players impressed over the season.   

Egan Griffiths, a leg spin bowler who turns the balls had the capacity to run through batting line-ups. 

His accuracy and consistency improved over the season, and he finished with 10 wickets at only 14.7 

and a best of 4-10.  

Nick Forsyth is a talented all-rounder who took wickets consistently and was an aggressive hard-

hitting batsman.  

Nick Wills, an accurate and skilful off-spin bowler, developed into a fine bowler over the course of 

the season. Nick took 13 wickets at only 7.15 with a best of 4-4.  

Another with 13 wickets, David Blake, was another invaluable member of the team. David often 

opened the bowling, wicket kept and scored valuable runs. In our last regular season match David 

returned his best bowling figures of 5-13. 

Jack Donovan-Shultz emerged as a skilled keeper-batsman who regularly scored runs and showed 

great technique and temperament. He scored 118 runs in our middle order and looks to be a 

valuable player for our higher-grade teams in the seasons ahead.  
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Lachlan Moffat consistently showed enormous potential as a new ball bowler. He seldom bowled a 

bad ball and finished with the outstanding record of 22 wickets at 12.3 at a best bowling of 5-15. 

Noah and Will Parkinson joined the team during the season and became valuable additions. In their 

first season of senior cricket these two showed enough to suggest that they will become the 

backbone of our development team next season.  

Supporting the junior players, the team was fortunate to have the support of a group of older 

players who made valuable contributions in their own right and ensured the younger players were 

supported and encouraged. 

Andrew Farthing had an exceptional season in all areas of the game. He finished with 146 runs and 

25 wickets and finished as the competition’s leading wicket taker. Twice during the season Andrew 

finished with a five-wicket haul including a brilliant spell of 5-43 in the grand final that took us within 

a whisker of winning. 

Glen Lyons and Scott Anson were recruited to the team after coming to watch their sons. Both were 

exceptional performers and wonderful mentors and role models for our younger players.  

Murray Knott and Connor Mclean were vital members of the squad. Murray played nine matches 

and scored 93 runs – often quickly. He batted unselfishly and often took the responsibility of lifting 

the run rate when it was needed. Connor was set back by an injury early in the season but when he 

returned, he started to show that he has the potential to be a key player for us next season. 

Dhaval (Dav) Dani, had a fine season. He happily shouldered the responsibility of being our regular 

opening batsmen to take the shine of the ball and give our younger players a chance to shine.  

Overall, the competition concept and structure was a great success. All the games were competitive 

and played in the right spirit. A senior competition that serves as a pathway for junior players is long 

overdue. Hopefully, Newcastle City will reap the rewards of its support and investment in 

development of young players in the seasons ahead. 

Paul King 
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Suburban Districts Div 2 
The Adamstown Rosebuds Cricket Club began their affiliation with Newcastle City in 

the 2020/2021 season, playing in the newly formed Suburban Districts Division 2 competition. 

 

The team started off the season with a bang, with Elliot McLeod claiming a hat trick in the first game. 

The team performed consistently throughout the remainder of the season, winning the Minor 

premiership but falling just short in the Grand Final. The Rosebuds are known to play hard, 

competitive cricket in the right spirit, and this season was no exception. Well done to all players 

involved. A special thank you to Newcastle City for welcoming the club with open arms. 

Pat Considine 

Suburban Districts Div 6 
This team competed in the newly formed Suburban Districts (DIV 6) and successfully made the semi-

finals finishing in 4th position with 7 wins 6 draws and 7 losses. Unfortunately, they were eliminated 

in the semi due to a washout.  Batting highlights for the season included centuries by Lawson Castle 

100 no ands Mitchell Hodgetts 103no., with the batting averages going too Jackson Hodgetts with 

376 runs @37.6. The bowling award was won by Joshua Deakin with 16 wickets @ 14.50. 

(No Captains report provided) 

               

 

tel:20202021
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Suburban Districts Div 7 
The Suburban Districts Division 7 had a great season full of fantastic memories and even better 

cricket. Our team was made up of young players hoping to keep our team together from Newcastle 

City junior cricket. We had four players who had never played a game of cricket before. Teaching 

these guys how to play was really great for the whole team, the experienced players of the team 

really enjoyed seeing the beginners improve rapidly throughout the season. Due to the lack of 

experienced batters our team often struggled to get runs on the board, but our bowling attack did a 

fantastic job at defending these scores. The batting line-up featured some stellar players, 

nonetheless. 

Some of the teams greatest highlights 

2nd round against Redhead, the team lacked numbers in this game as a lot of our players had just 

graduated and were on schoolies. With low numbers Newcastle City’s Greg Hook managed to get us 

six extra players including Greg himself, Yusuf Badat and Penny O’Shea. Matt Griffin put on a batting 

masterclass hitting Redhead for 66 runs (including a 20 run over). Greg Hook also hit the winning run 

(to finish on 1 not out)! 

 

                

 

Last round against Warners Bay, with the last game of the season the team had a great time as we 

had lost any chance of making the semi’s the teams attitude was to have some fun. The match 

included some fantastic milestones for the team, including Brad Anthony’s first ever wicket with 

James Snitch’s first ever catch with an effort out in the deep which was one of the best catches 

anyone has ever seen!  

Well done in particular to our leading run score Matt Griffin who made over 200 runs in his first 

season back after not playing for many years. Honourable mention to Will Shepherd who made 168 

runs before injuring his arm and not being able to play the last part of the season. Bowling honours 

went to Shiv Pillay with 12 wickets at a handy average of 12.92 with his deceiving spin bowling. 

Whilst the results were not especially strong for the team, we were competitive in most matches. 

Importantly, the team enjoyed the cricket regardless of the state of the match or the final result. The 

team enjoyed being together and played with typical City pride and grit. Bring on the new season! 

Edmund Downing-Donnelly   
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NCC T20 Summer Bash 
The mighty Sabres came into this season’s T20 Summer Bash hungry after losing the semi-final last 

year. We knew that the 20/20 format suited our style of play and came into the campaign as a 

massive schmokey for the title.  

Round 1 - We came up against Stockton in our opening match. They won the toss and chose to bat 

first. The bowlers did a superb job in restricting the Stockton batsman and never let their innings get 

going. At the close of the innings Stockton only managed 7/110. Pick of the bowlers were our two 

marquee players. Dylan Hunter with 1/13 and Banjo Patterson 1/16 both off their allotted overs. In 

only 13.2 overs we passed Stockton’s target thanks to contributions by the top 7 batsmen. The 

standout innings was by City junior Dyl Hunter making lightwork of the Seagull’s bowling attack 

smashing 37 off 15 balls. A dominant performance to start the Summer Bash! 

Sabres win by 5 wickets.  

Man of the match – Dylan Hunter 

Round 2 - We faced Wallsend in the first match of a triple header hosted at Learmonth. A few 

changes from the side that featured in round 1. We were without, Goosey Taggart, A.P.C., and Banjo 

but it was a big opportunity for those coming in to fill their spots. We were sent into bat early. The 

innings never gained too much momentum as we lost wickets at regular intervals. Captain Mario 

Nesbatini top scored with 49 as we posted 138 at the close of innings. The Tigers chased down our 

total with 2 balls to spare. We knew at innings break we were 15 to 20 runs under par, but we 

fought hard and did well to get it to the last over. Pick of the bowlers was marquee James 

Widerstrom 2/22 off 4 overs.  

Sabres lose a tight one. 

                     

Round 3 - Last game of the triple header and we’re back to take on the Maitland Flood. The Flood 

coming off a loss to the Tigers as well and were looking to go home with a win. Finally, Mario wins a 

toss, and the Sabres are batting first. We don’t get off to a good start. At one stage of the batting 

powerplay we were 2/16. Marquees Hunter and Strommy resurrect the innings making the most of a 

strong breeze down the ground. Both scored 34 and managed 5 maximums between them. We 

finish the innings 9/140. To get the win, bowling had to be tight, and bowlers needed full support 

from the fielders. Mario changed tactics and opened the bowling innings with left arm ortho Dyl 

Hunter. Dylan finished with 2/19 off 4. Pick of the bowlers was Murray Fowler. Killa claimed 2 big 

scalps whilst only going for 14 runs off his 4 overs. Flood finish their innings on 110. A big win, on we 

go. 

Sabres win by 30 runs. 

Man of the match – Dylan Hunter / Cal Fowler 
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Round 4 - We faced Belmont Whips in our last pool game. It was a must win clash for us. We lost the 

toss and were bowling first. We bowled well and restricted the Whips to 136 off 20. Their top scorer 

scored 65 and was their marquee player. The bowlers managed to not let anyone else get going with 

him, their next top score was 14. Banjo with 2/24, Rooster Fowler with 1/10 off 3, and Dyl Hunter 

continuing his bowing form with 2/17 off 4. Our innings got off to a flyer thanks to Hunter! Dyl 

dismantled the Whips attack all over Cahill Oval including out of the complex twice! He hit 5 

maximums as well as 5 fours as he was dismissed for 63 off 29 deliveries. Thanks to Hunter it looked 

like it was a pretty simple chase, but we lost a bunch of wickets in quick succession. Hex was 

dismissed with the score at 132, leaving the last pair of Slim Whitehead and Killa to get us home. All 

momentum was against us. Whitehead was a late inclusion but wasn’t going to let the boys down. 

Needing only 3 to win with 7 balls left, Whitey charges the medium pacer and launches the ball up 

into the breeze for 6!!! The boys get away with that one! 

Sabres win by 1 wicket. 

Man of the Match – Dylan Hunter 

                         

Quarterfinal - We made it through to the quarterfinal where we would face the old foe. We came up 

against the Pumas at Townson Oval. Mario won the toss and sent the Pumas in to face the fastest 

attack in the comp. Ben Patterson with a lightning spell. Rumours are he was bowling mid 140’s. Our 

best display of bowling this tournament left the Pumas at 9/38.  A late Sam Webber cameo of 41 got 

the Puma’s total to 78 as we dismissed all their batsmen. McTaggart with an economical 2/8 off 4, 

Banjo 2/18 off 4 and of course how could we forget Hunters 4/28. Our innings got off to a shaky 

start, 2/17 early with Gus and Patto back in the sheds. No need to worry though, Hunter still at the 

crease! Hunter and Nesbatini would get the boys home. Dylan taking full control of the innings and 

continued his form from the final pool game against Belmont. He finished with 53* off 24 balls. Once 

again, a strike rate well over 200 and once again 5 maximums for the Gordon first grader. This win 

would see us in the semi-final for the second straight year. As previously mentioned, we have always 

struggled against Hamwicks over the years, and a dominant win like this was massive for our 

confidence heading into finals day.  

Semi-Final - We were back in the semi-final just like last season. The first match of the day at 

Waratah Oval. Our opponent was the Belmont Whips. A tough matchup after our recent pool game 

against them. We witnessed firsthand how classy the Whips are and how they never give up. 

Belmont won the toss and chose to bat. We weren’t upset to bowl first as our previous matches 

show that we love a chase. The Whips innings was steady. Four out of their top five bats surpassed 

20 runs but to our bowlers’ credit their batsmen were not striking at a lightning rate. Guido 

McTaggart (3/21) and Banjo (4/15) did the damage late to restrict the Whips to 117. They were 

simply too fast and accurate for their batsmen. 118 to advance to the grand final. Enter Dylan 

Hunter. Belmont were wary of him after the previous meeting. They weren’t ready for this. Many 

have said it’s the best innings they’ve ever witnessed. Dylan Hunter is a freak! 80* off 25 balls. Yes! 
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You read that right! Hunter sent the ball into orbit on 7 occasions. A marvellous display of power 

hitting. We pass the set total in 7.5 overs. Back later that day to meet either Waratah or Wests in the 

big dance.  

Sabres win by 8 wickets 

Man of the match – Take a guess. 

 

                                      

 

Grand Final - The time had come. The boys watched the second semi-final to see who we would be 

facing in the grandy. A remarkable second semi saw Waratah get through to face us. Skipper Mario 

was hopeful to bowl first but upsettingly lost the toss again and the Tahs sent us in to bat first. A 

shaky start losing Goosey McTaggart in the first over. Next over we lose the wicket of Dylan Hunter 

leaving us at 2/8. Hunter had undoubtedly been the man all tournament but now it was time for 

someone else to step up. Marquee star Ben Patterson rolled his sleeves up and controlled the 

innings. Banjo top scored with 73 off 53 deliveries, clearing the fence on 5 occasions. Patto was 

supported by important cameos from Nesbatini (15), Strommy (17) and Slomo Southam (16). At the 

end of our 20 overs, we finished 8/144. A competitive total but we would have to bowl and field well 

to lift the trophy.  

Waratah had a very strong top 4 which featured two marquee first graders from Sydney. They got 

off to a strong start not losing any early wickets. For the first time this campaign our fast bowlers 

didn’t get early break throughs. Skipper Mario turns to the ever-reliable left arm orthodox, Dylan 

Hunter. After missing out with the bat, there was a feeling around Waratah Oval that Hunter would 

have his fingerprints over the bowling innings. Hunter did not disappoint. He dismissed their top 3 

bats to finish with figures of 3/21 off 4 overs. However, with the score at 3/88 the job was not 

complete, Waratah still had one of their marquees at the crease with others still to come who were 

more than capable to get them over the line. Their marquee was looking set to take Waratah to 

premiership glory but made an error in judgement when taking on the arm of Rooster Fowler at 

short mid-wicket. Rooster had one stump to aim at and there was no chance he was missing! A huge 

moment late in the final that swung momentum back into our favour. Guido was brought back into 

the attack to close out the innings with slower balls and in swinging yorkers. Gus finished with 

figures of 3/14. Waratah fall 10 runs short in their chase. What a final! 

Sabres win by 10 runs 

Man of the match – Ben Patterson 
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An incredible campaign by the mighty Sabres. Well-deserved winners of the T20 Summer Bash. A big 

thank you to James Widerstrom and Ben Patterson for coming up from Sydney to play. We all loved 

playing with you both and hopefully we see your names on a Sabres team sheet in the near future. 

To our City junior Dylan, you were undoubtedly the player of the tournament. You led the 

competition in runs scored and wickets taken. You have shown all of us what can be achieved 

through hard work and dedication. Well done to all the players, coaches, managers, selectors, and 

helpers, you were all apart of us lifting the trophy. We are the champions! Let’s do it again next 

season! 

 

Mitchell Nesbitt 

Denis Broad Cup 
At times this season we struggled to get a team for DB’s. The merry-go-round in 1st grade over the 

last couple of seasons meant that many of 2nd grade were not eligible, and most others weren’t 

available. So, in the true spirit of DB’s, each round we commenced with a mixture of mostly 3rd and 

4th grade players, bolstered a couple of times by players from our partners at Adamstown. 

Most games followed a similar pattern. Our batting was thin, and we would just scrape enough runs 

to be competitive, then our bowling and fielding would win us the game. 

                                            

 

Significant contributes were Brad O’Dell, Caleb Hill, Wilko, Troy Arnold, Mannel and Wilson 

McTaggart, Brayden Knott, Dean Trajanovski. Star performances came from Cory Bruce in the semi-

final (61 runs) and Harry Campbell (5-8 and 3-14 in the final). 
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In the end we made the final, through excellent team performances, with a few brilliant individual 

efforts. In the final, we played a pretty much full-strength 2nd grade Merewether team. The game 

was tight all the way, but Merewether were just too good on the day and snuck home.  

 

The way our team played and competed all through the competition was a credit to Newcastle City 

and I thank all who played for their contributions to that.  

Dave Smith   

Under 21’s 
As a team, we were confident in our ability to defend the U/21s title and go back-to-back. We had a 

squad of great depth and some serious game-winners. The team was a privilege to captain as 

everyone was on board and seeking the same goal for the club.  

Our campaign began against Hamilton-Wickham at the home of cricket, Learmonth Park. Winning 

the toss, we batted first to set the tone for season. Our top 6 all scored totals of 20-30 (except 

Cooper, he got 3) as we sailed to 178 off our 20 overs. Angus was able to take key wickets early 

finishing with 2/7 off 3 as all the bowlers chipped in with Cal getting 2/4 off 4. Ham-wicks finished 9-

45 handing City their first win. 

                  

The young Sabres then travelled to Toronto for Round 2, although without some notable cattle. 

Angus and Aidan were in Sydney for PG’s. However, this did not bother us as we were able to bring 

in some fresh talent. Winning the toss and batting first set the stage for Jay Garrett’s continued 

domination of the competition. Jay scored 92 off 36 balls in one of the most amazing, aggressive 

knocks I have seen. Nobody else did too much with the next best being Fowler with 26 off 25. In 

reply, Toronto managed 8-96 with wickets being shared equally, Cooper took 2-13 off 3 with a 

maiden. 
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The boys were pumped being 2 from 2 and heading to a ground where City never seems to fail, 

Waratah Oval. Winning the toss 3 times on the trot, it seemed rude not to bat first and post an 

imposing total. Angus did a great job butchering a 50 scoring a classy 49 off 28 rocks, Liam 

Whitehead actually did something for once and snagged 37 off 22 as other runs were shared around. 

We set 6-188. They did not chase it. 

 

 

 

Semi-Final time arrived and we earned the right to play at home against Wests, a team we didn’t 

know too much about. I won the toss again and considering we had racked up 564 runs in 60 overs 

so far batting first this comp, I said ‘we’ll bat thanks champ’. Angus McTaggart went to work 

producing a brilliant 67 off 40 as we got off to a flyer. The run-flow was maintained, and we finished 

with a respectable 8-164. Spin was a key part of our campaign and Alex Sylow proved his brilliance 

yet again taking 5/11 off 4. Cal took 2/15 off his 4 and everybody else kept it tight. We bowled them 

out for 72. 

After going the season undefeated, we were faced with the task of taking on the old rivals 

Merewether. Learmonth Park was buzzing as I lost my first toss of the year, we were bowling. We 

kept to our plans and bowled tight lines to our field. Everybody did their job with the best being 

Sylow having 2/20 off 4. The Lions finished 4/110, a conservative approach. 111 needed for victory 

on our home paddock, openers Angus and Aidan started with a bang as Gus scored 42 off 29 and 

Aidan 16. The beast Jay Garrett achieved an unbeaten 27 off 14 balls as he and Elijah got the boys 

home safely in the 14th over. Man of the match was Angus McTaggart dominating with the bat and 

ball. 

A special thank you to everyone who helped out with the team this year, especially Russel Fowler 

and Andrew Cahill. Could not have done it without you, onto next year to make it 3 in a row. 

C4TK, 

Cal Fowler 
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Under 15’s 
The under 15’s had a pretty successful season in the T20 comp after losing in the semi-finals to 

Charlestown. I had the honour to captain the boys this year in what was a very good season with 

everyone contributing throughout the competition.  

 

 

 

We started off the season against Hamwicks. Bowling first in what were good conditions, Jonah 

Roser was able to get us off to a flying start picking up 2 early wickets in the first over, myself and 

Jack Welsh were both able to pick up 2 wickets restricting Hamwicks to 104. Good performances 

from Lachlan Rail getting 55 and Jonah Roser getting 28, with both of them getting us the win.  

Unfortunately, round 2 was washed out against Toronto with everyone getting shared points 

keeping us equal first. In the 3rd round we came up against Waratah, me and Jonah Roser were not 

able to attend this game having other cricket commitments. Will Parkinson was the star with the ball 

picking up 3 for 13 off 4 overs keeping Waratah to 6-77 off 20 overs. In the batting innings Lachlan 

Rail and Declan Hawkins-Power were the only 2 batsmen to get into double figures but Will 

Parkinson and Nic Gordon were able to chase the runs down with only 4 balls remaining.  

We came up against Charlestown in the semi-final batting first, yet another good batting display 

from Lachie and Jonah, Lachie getting 61 and Jonah getting 27 giving us a good score of 124 off 20 

overs. In the bowling innings myself and Jonah started off with the new ball not giving Charlestown 

much on offer, I had to unfortunately go off due to a knee injury but came back on later, but 

Charlestown were just too good for us in the end getting the win with 2 overs to spare. A huge 

thanks as well to Will, Ben Elliot and Scott Dewar for filling in for us.  

Wests and Charlestown faced off in the final coming down to the wire in a super over, but 

Charlestown pulled through. I would like to thank Cal and Russel Fowler for coaching the boys this 

year. I had loads of fun captaining the boys. It was an amazing experience.  

Harry Campbell 

mailto:harry.campbell7@education.nsw.gov.au
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Women’s T20 
Premiers again. 

 

Another fantastic effort by our club to winner the Women’s T20 for the second year in a row. 

When it comes to women’s cricket in Newcastle, we are number one. We basically filled 2 teams, the 

City team and the NDCA team. I believe we contributed close to 30 girls for the competition. 

                     

Our City team, led by Maddi McGuigan, again played in the right spirit and allowed everyone to 

participate. We had a mixture of new and old players as well as experience and inexperienced. It was 

a competition that was marred by bad weather but after the rounds we played West in the semis 

and had a comfortable win. In the final we played Waratah and after some tight periods of play we 

comfortably won the Final. 

                                                               

I would like to thank Dom Eve for Managing the team so professionally. To everyone that helped 

score and helped with warm up and to the girls. Thanks for your efforts and see you all next year. 

Tommy Anderson 
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Masters 
The Masters had four losses and one draw. Our aging team, average age 55,  unfortunately could not 

compete against their much  “younger” opponents.   

        

 

Highlights for the season were Steve Ward’s sparkling 58 and the ever-reliable Wilko with a fighting 

50, both against Merewether. The ageless Bradley O’Dell took the most wickets. 

 

         

 

A recruitment drive in the off season will hopefully see an injection of “youth” for the coming 

2021/22 season. 

 

          

Brad O’Dell     
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Season Awards 
Batting 

Suburban Districts Div7 

- Notable Performance – William Shepherd – 168 Runs @ 28.00 

- Winner – Matthew Griffin – 202 Runs @ 18.36 (Highest Score – 66) 

Suburban Districts Div6 

- Notable Performance     - Mitchell Hodgetts – 242 Runs @ 30.25 

- Lawson Castle – 243 Runs @ 34.71 

- Winner – Jackson Hodgetts – 376 Runs @ 37.60 (Highest Score – 82) 

Suburban Districts Div2 

- Notable Performance - Thomas Tredinnick – 293 Runs @ 35.56     

- Winner – Patrick Considine – 422 Runs @ 46.89 (Highest Score – 77) 

Development League 

- Notable Performance - Jack Donovan-Schultz – 104 Runs @ 17.33 

- Winner – Andrew Farthing – 121 Runs @ 17.26 (Highest Score – 64*) 

4th GRADE 

- Notable Performance – Grant Case – 249 Runs @ 41.50 

- Winner – Mitchell Done – 243 Runs @ 48.60 (Highest Score – 161) 

3rd GRADE 

- Notable Performance – Adrian Mannel 183 Runs @ 36.00 

- Winner – Michael Wilkinson – 207 Runs @ 23 (Highest Score – 55) 

2nd GRADE 

- Notable Performance – Jay Garrett – 315 Runs @ 35.00 

- Winner – David Smith – 251 Runs @ 35.86 (Highest Score – 61) 

1st GRADE 

- Notable Performances - Aidan Cahill – 209 Runs @ 20.90 

                                                        -  Angus McTaggart – 345 Runs @ 26.54 

- Winner – Mitchell Nesbitt – 374 Runs @ 31.17 (Highest Score – 83*) 
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Bowling 

Suburban Districts Div7 

- Notable Performance – Edmund Downing-Donnelly – 12 Wkts @ 13.58 

- Winner – Shiv Pillay – 12 Wkts @ 12.92 (Best Figures – 3/8) 

Suburban Districts Div6 

- Notable Performance – Lawson Castle – 14 Wkts @ 21.7 

- Winner – Joshua Deakin – 16 Wkts @ 14.50 (Best Figures – 4/31) 
 

Suburban Districts Div2 

- Notable Performance – Elliot McLeod – 17 Wickets @ 15.65 

- Winner – Dean Trajanovski – 18 Wkts @ 13.44 (Best Figures – 4/13) 
 

Development League 

- Notable Performance – David Blake – 13 Wkts @ 13.08 

- Winner – Andrew Farthing – 20 Wkts @ 6.30 (Best Figures – 5/10) 
 

4th GRADE 

- Notable Performance – Ryan Johnson – 8 Wkts @ 16.50 

- Winner – Troy Arnold – 8 Wkts @ 6.63 

3rd GRADE  

- Notable Performance – Reece Caddy – 7 Wkts @ 9.43 

- Winner – Michael Wilkinson – 12 wkts @ 17.08 (Best Figures – 4/75) 

2nd GRADE 

- Notable Performance – Quinn Fowler – 10 Wkts @ 21.70 

- Winner – Caleb Hill – 10 Wkts @ 16.60 (Best Figures – 4/11) 

1st GRADE 

- Notable Performances - Angus McTaggart – 14 Wkts @ 28.14 

                                                         - Callan Fowler – 14 Wkts @ 27.43 

                                                         - Jonty Major – 14 Wkts @ 21.64 

- Winner – Aidan Cahill – 37 Wkts @ 12.92 (Best Figures – 6/28) 
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100s 

Rory Kalnins  V Cardiff (2nd Grade)    134 

Jay Garrett  V Stockton (2nd Grade)    119  

Adrian Mannel   V Cardiff (3rd Grade)    102 

Matt Helinski   V Wallsend (4th Grade)         118 

Michell Done  V Merewether (4th Grade)    161 

Grant Case  V Merewether (4th Grade)    111 

Lawson Castle  V Warners Bay (Div 6)    100* 

Mitchell Hodgetts  V Adamstown (Div 6)    103* 

 

6fas 

Aidan Cahill    V Charlestown  (1st Grade)   6/28 

 

Wicket Keeping 

Mitch Nesbitt (15 Catches, 4 Stumpings) 

 

Most Ducks 

Elijah Smith – 4 ducks 
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Perpetual Awards 
 

Most Runs in Grade – Pop Rodgers Trophy  

Mitch Nesbitt – 374 Runs 
 

Most Wickets in Grade – Bruce O’Sullivan Trophy  

Aidan Cahill 37 Wickets 
 

Junior Player of the Year – Fordham Trophy  

Aidan Cahill 
 

Most Improved  

Aidan Cahill 
 

Tom Anderson Medal  

Mitch Nesbitt 
 

All Rounder – Robert Wilkinson Trophy  

Angus McTaggart 
 

Players’ player Medal  

Aidan Cahill 
 

Matt Krevs Award 
 
Tom Fulmer 
 

Club Person of the Year – Robert Wilkinson Plate  

Dave Smith 
 

Player of the Year  

Aidan Cahill 
 

Women's Cricketer of the Year  

Kelsey Miller 
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Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 


